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To the Honourable, _. 


LEVISON GOWER, Bar. 


Here isone kind of vertue, which is inborn 
in the Nobility, and indeed in moſt of the 
ancient Families of this Nation; they are 
not apt to inſult on the misfortunes of their 

Country-men. But you, Sir, I may tell it you with- 

out flattery, have grafted on this natural commiſera- 

tion, and rais'd it to a nobler vertue: As you have 
been pleasꝰd to honour me, for a long time, with 


ach hatred and enmity in the brutal part of Hu- 
mankind, to remove you from the ſettled baſis of 
jour good. nature and good-ſenſe. This noble neſs 


oyours, had it been ex ercisd on an Enemy, had 


cettainly been a point of honour, and as ſuch I 
night have juſtly recommended it to the world: But 
that of conſtancy to your former choice, and the 
purſuance of your firſt favours, are vertues not over- 
common amongſt Enghiſh Men. All things of honour 
lave, at beſt, ſome hat of oftentation in them, and 


alt loye; there is a pride of doing more than is ex- 


ted from us, and more than others would have 
ene. But to proceed inthe ſame tract of goodneſe, 
CT, favour 


big W I 5 L 1 A M 


{ome part of your eſteem and your good - will; ſo in 
particular, ſince the late Revolution, you have 
ncreas'd the proofs of your kindneſs to me; and not 
ſuſter'd the difference of opinions, which produce 
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favour, and protection, is to ſhew that a Man is acted Wl doubt 
by a thorough principle: It carries ſomewhat of ten · As y 
derneſs in it which is humanity in a heroical degree; ¶ examp 
tis a kind of unmovable good. nature; a word which me lea. 
is commonly deſpis d, becauſe it is ſo ſeldom prac. W to a pe 
tis d. But after all, tis the moſt generous vertue, confels 
oppos d to the moſt degenerate vice, which is the {Ml meat 
of raggedneſs and harſnneſs to our fellow creature, memb1 
I Is upon this knowledge of you, Sir, that I hat %, 
choſen you, with your permiſſion, to be the Patton Kelatie 
ol this Poem. And, as ſince this wonderful Revo. Violent 
lution, I have begun with the beſt pattern of hum. Tis 
nity, the Earl of Leiceſter ;I ſhall continue to follo WM 11 ita 
the ſame method, in all, to whom! ſhall addreſs WM pation 
and endeavour to pitch on ſuch only, as have been {Ml Le are 
pleas d to own me in this ruin of my ſmall fortune; ¶ ot anci 
Who, though they are of a contrary opinion theri! ſo far o 
ſelves, yet blame not me for adhering to a loſt caue: unquel 
and Judging for my ſelf what I cannot chuſe bu bot pia 
judge, 1o long as I am a patient ſufferer-,-andno have ac 
diſturber of the Government. Which, if it beaſ⸗ Itmay| 
vere penance, as a great Wit has told the world, u © our 
at leaſt enjoyn'd me by my ſelf: And Sancho Pant a eure 
much a fool as I, was obſerv'd to diſcipline his body, World 
no farther than he found he could endure the mar, of 11181 
Jouſee, Sir, I am not entertaining you, like Oui tion of 
with alamentable Epiſtle from Pontus; I ſuffer no enoug 
more, than I can eaſily undergo ; and ſo long #! ther de 
enjoy my liberty, which is the birth- right of a eto 
Engliſhman,: the reſt ſhall never go near my hear. that in 
The merry Philoſopher is more to my - humour tnf. 
the melancholick; and I find no dilpoſition in m blies. 
ſelf to cry, while the mad world is daily ſupplying Cue. 
me with ſuch occaſions of laughter. The more rail ”) ſel] 
ſonable ſort of my Country-men , have ſhewn 0 "lf 
| much favour to this Piece, that they give me 00 by thi 
J o 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, © 
doubt of their protection for the future. 1 NES 
As you, Sir, have been pleas'd to follow the 
example of their goodneſs, in favouring me: ſo give 
me leave to i follow yours in thisdedication, 
to a perſon of a different perſuaſion. Though I muſt 
| confeſs withal , that I have had a former encourage 
ment from you for this addreſs; and the warm re- 


ham; when ſome years ago I viſited my Friends and 
Relations in your country, has ever ſince given mea 
violent temptation to this boldneſs. „ 


a Tis true were this Comedy wholly mine, ſhould 
mn Wa call it a trifle, and perhaps not think it worth your 
. batronage; but when the names of Plautus and Mo- 


lere are joy din it; that is, the two greateſt names 
of ancient and modern Comedy, Imuſt not preſume 
ſo far on their reputation, to think their beſt and moſt 
unqueſtionꝰd productions can be term'd little. I will 
not give you the trouble of acquainting you what I 
bare added, or alter'd in either of them, ſo much 
t may be for the worſe, but only that the difference 
ok our Stage from the Roman and the Freuch did fo 
require it. But I am afraid, for my own intereſt, the 
World will too eaſily diſcover, that more than half 
of it is mine; and that the reſt is rather a lame imita- 
tion of their excellencies, thana juſt tranflation: *Tis 
enough, that the Reader know by you, that Inei- 
a {fer deſerve nor defire any applauſe from it: If I have 
c nfl periorm'd any thing, tis the Genius of my Authors 
oat [fat inſpired me; and if it has pleas d in repreſenta. 
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cho ion, let the Actors ſhare the praiſe amongſt them- 
=_ ſelyes. As for Plautus and Moliere, they aredange- 
vag dus people, and am too weak a Gameſter to put 
ny ſelf into their form of play. But what has been 
n (Oy Venting on my part, has been abundantly ſupplied 


by the excellent compoſition of Mr. Purcell; in 
hole perſon we have at length found an Eng. 
| | . liſhman, 


e 00 
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membrance of your noble hoſpirality to me at Tren-. 
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L man, equal with the beſt abroad. At leaſt ny 
opinion of him has been ſuch, ſince his happy au 
judicious performances in the late Opera; and the 
experience I have had of him, in the ſetting my thre 


Songs for this Amphirryon: To all which, and par. 8 
ticularly to the Compoſition of the Paſtoral Du 
logue, the numerous Quire of fair Ladies gave i 
juſt an applauſe on the third day. Tam only ſom H. 
for my own ſake, that there was one Star wanting aff F 
beautiful as any in our hemiſphere ; that young his 
nice, who is miſimploying all her charms on ſtu Y: . 
country ſouls, that can never know the value of th ¶ Hat g 
and loſing the triumphs, which are ready prep ai nei 
for her in the Court and Town. And yet IK nOꝰ.-⁰ be bo- 
Phether I am ſo much a loſer by her abſence; fe be 
have reaſon to apprehend the ſharpneſs of her ju A 
ment, if it were not allay'd with the ſweetneſs of om c 
nature; and after all, I fear ſhe may come i“ box 
enough, to diſcover a thouſand imperfections ini ic is 
Play, which might have paſsd on vulgar under be P. 
dings. Be pleas d to uſe the authority of a Fat le 3: 
over her, on my behalf; enjoyn her to keep her o 7 
thoughts of Amphizryonto her ſelf; or at leaſt not Ue:, 
compare him too ſtrictly with Moliere*'s. Tiste] 
I have an intereſt in this partiality of hers ; butt Lor 
al, I plead ſome ſort of merit for it in being fo Lein 
ticularly as Jam, | The fi 
| You 3 
SIR And, 
95 or, 
Four moſt obedient humble Ser vam, on 
| ; i a 
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iff Spoken by Mrs. Bracegirdle. 
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ſom He labbring Bee, when his ſharp ſling is gone, 
nge Forgets his golden work, and turns a Drone: 


Bis Satyr, when you take away 
tad : rage in which his noble vigour lay. | 
then har gain you, by not ſuffering him to teexe ye? 
par encither can offend you now, nor pleaſe ye. | 
v no bc bone y- bug and venome lay ſo near, | 
fort both, together, you reſolv'd to tear; 8 
uc Andloſt your pleaſure , to ſecune your fear . 

ba bow can he ſhow his manhood, if you bind him 
tim T box , like Boys; with one hand ty*d behind him? 
um plain levelling of wit; inwhich © 
abe Poor has all th* advantage, not the Rich. 

ati be Bloc khend ſtands excus*d for wanting ſenſe ; 

on its turm Blockbeads in their own defence. 

tu re:, :hough the Stage straſfick is undone , 

te s julian's interloping trade goes on: 

Mie 7% gh Satyr on the Theatre you ſnother, 

pl- ein Lampoons, youlibel one another. 

The firſt produces ftill a ſecondyig ; 

You wbip*cm out, like School- boys, till they gig: 
And, with the ſame ſucceſs, we Readers gueſs ; 

For, ev' ry one ſtill dwindles to aleſs, _ 

And much good malice , is ſo meanly dreſt, 

That we wou d laugh, but cannot find the jeſty 

no advice your rhiming rage can ſtay , | 

Let not the Ladies ſuffer in the fray. 

| {heir tender Sexis privileg d from mar; 

I'snot like Knights , to draw upon the Fair. 


a4 
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bat Fame expect you from ſo mean a prize? 

We wear no murd ring weapons, but our eyes. 
Our Sex, you know , was after yours defignd; 
The laſt perfection of the Maker* s mind ; q | 
Heav n drew out all the Gold for us & left your raj 

Beauty , for Valour's beſt reward, he choſe ; ( behind 
Peace, after wur; and after zoil, repoſe. 

Hence yepr dphane, excluded from our fights; . 


And charm d by-day , with Honours vain lulu, = 


Go, make your beſt of "ſolitary nights. 
Recant betimes, tis prudence to ſubmit ; 
Our Sex is ſtall your overmatch in wit: 
Mie never fail, with new, ſucceſsful ar ts, 
* make Jus fools of you , and all your parts, 


ea n n n an t n 
DRAMATIS PERSONA 


' JUPITER. 
MERCURY. 
PHOEBUS. 
AMPHYTRYON. 
'SOSIA. | 
GRIPUS. 

' POLIDAS, 
TRANIO. 
ALCMENA. 
PHEDRA. 
BROMIA. 
NIGHT. 
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The Scene THEBES. „ 


Mercury and Phoebus deſcend in ſeveral | 


machines. 


anne 
F 1 you the reaſon of this preſent ſummons ? 


* [15 neither Council- day, nor is this Heay'n ; 
What buſineſs has our Jupiter on Earth? 
hy more at Thebes than any other place? 
And why we two of all the herd of Gods 
Are choſen out to meet him in conſult? 
They call me God of wiſdom , | 
ut Mars and Vulcan, the two Fools of Heav'n, 
hoſe wit lies in their anvil and their ſword, 
nov full as muchas I, 
= crc. And Venus may know more than both of us, 
or tis ſome petticoat affair I gueſs, 
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8 | have diſcharg d my duty; which was to ſummon 
ou, Thebus : We ſhall know more anon, when the 
bunderer comes down, Tis our part to obey our Fa- 

= LL AS ther. 


ther; for, to confeſs the truth, we two are little bet. BW wife 
ter than Sons of Harlots: And if F#piter had not been Mttle p 
pleas'd to takea little pains with our Mothers, inſteyi an's 
of being Gods, we might have been a couple of Link. Moes to 
bays”: > ö + W177 
Phœb. But know yaltuciking farther , Hermes ? Wit Nuſt in 
news in Court? FED > Porte 
Merc. There has been a deviliſh quarrel, I can tel Mer, 
you, betwixt Jupiter and uno: She threaten'd to ſue Nnd he: 
him in the ſpiritual Court, for ſome matrimonial omi. Nhe but 
fions ; and he ſtood upon his prerogative. Then ſhe lit WW 
him on the teeth of all his Baſtards ; and your name au 
mine were us'd with leſs reverence than became ou 
 Godſhips. They were both in their cups; and at th 
lat the matter grew ſo high, that they were ready u 
throw Stars at one another's heads. 

Phab. "Twas happy for me that I was at my vocation, 
driving day-light about the world; but I had rath*M 
ſtand my Father's tkunderbolts , than my Step- mother 
railing. | 


| and ſo 
Merc. When the tongue- battle was over, and th 


mack 


Championeſs had harneſs'd her Peacocks , to go for hen 
mos, and hear the prayers that were made to her. Ju 
Phab By the way her Worſhippers had a bad tiũ have « 
on't; ſhe was in a damnable humour for receiving e lakes 
titions read) 
Mere. Jupiter immediately beckons me aſide; here 
charges me, that as ſoon as ever you had ſet up j Mer 
horſes, you and I ſhou'd meet him here at Thebes : no Miderin 
putting the premiſes together, as dark as it is, methiuileas'd 
I begin te {ee day- light. ou'd 
Phab. As plain as one of my own beams; ſhe HMagle, 
made him uneaſie at home, and he is going to ſeek hon. 
diverſion abroad. I ſee Heav'n it ſelf is no privileg ess; 
place for happineſs, if a Man mult carry his Wife aloiy : n feat] 
with him, | | Pha. 
Merc. *Tis neither better nor worſe upon my cor I 

at vi 


ſeience: He is weary of hunting in the ſpacious fore 


AMPHIT 1 


& wife, and is following his game incognito, in ſome 

en tie purlieu here at Thebes. That's many an honeſt 
ad an's caſe on Earth too, Fove help * em; as indeed he. 
ik. oes to make em Cuckolds. 


| Phab. Butifſo, Mercury, then I. wha am a Poet, 
nuſt indite his love letter; and you, who are by trade 
Porter , mult convey it. 


0 


tel Merc. No more, he's coming down ſowſe upon us, 
ſue nd hears as far as he can ſee too: he's plaguy hot upon 
nil. he buſineis, 1 know it by his hard dri iving. 

it Jupiter deſcends. 
Jupiter. What you are deſeanting upon my actions ? 


uch good may do you with your politicks: 

Pi! Subjects will be cenſuring their Kings. 

Well, I confeſs J am in love; what then? 

hab. Some mortal, we preſume, of Cadmus' blood? 
Pome Theban Beauty; {ome new Semele , 

Vr ſome Europa. 


Our 


the 


io 


fag: 
andſom Family : He knows when they have a good 
Wmack with em; and ſnuffs up incenſe 1o tags. 
hen tis offer'd him by a fair hand 

Jup. Well, my familiar Sons, this ſawcy carriage 
have delery'd ; for he who truſts a ſecret 

lakes his own Man his Maſter. © 

read your thoughts; 


al berefore you may as ſafely ſpeak as chink. 
youll N Merc. Mine was a very homely thought: I was con- 
0 ꝗ aering into what form your Almighty: ſhip would be 


leas'd to transform your ſelf to. night. Whether you 
ou'd fornicate in the ſhape of a Bull, ora Ram, or an 
N agle, or a Swan: What bird or beaſt you wou'd pleaſe 
go honour , by tranſgreſſing your own laws, in his like- 
es, or in ſhort , whether you wou d recreate your ſelf 
Wn tcathers, or in leather! „ 


| Pheb Any diſguiſe to hide the King of Gods. 


Fat when a Monarch fins it ou d be ſecret. . 
Q 


Mere. I'll ſay that for my Father; he's conſtant to an 
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Jup I know your malice, Phabus ; you wou'd ſay 
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To keep exteriour ſhow of ſanctity , a 2-50 
| Maintain reſpect, and cover bad example: 
For Kings and Prieſts are ina manner bound 
For reverence- ſake to be cloſe Hypocrites. 
_  Ph&b. But what neceſſitates you to this love, 
Which you confeſs a crime, and yet commit? 
For to be ſecret makes not ſin the leſs: 
*Tis only hidden from the vulgar view: Fe 
Maintains indeed, the reverence due to Princes, 


— 


Ofan eternal Being, I have dong — 
9 5 | But 


—— 


But not abſolves the Conſcience from the crime. thoſe 
Jup. I love, becauſe 'twas in the Fates I ſhou'd. all th 
Phab. With reverence be it ſpoke, a bad excuſe: the je 
Thus every wicked act in Heay'n or Earth, e P/ 
May make the ſame defence. But what is Fate??? wiſd 
ls it a blind contingence of events? Hy M 
Or ſure neceſlity of cauſes link'd , „ er is 
That muſt produce effects? Or ist a pow -r blow 
That orders all things by ſuperior will, > +, 0 WW neft 
Foreſees his work, and works in that foreſight 2 _ right 
Jup. Fate is, what J „ had! 
By virtue of omnipotence have made it: W jects 
And pow r omnipotent can do no wrong: | ther 
Not to my ſelf, becauſel will'd it ſo; . neve 
Nor yet to men, for what they are is mine. ] bac 
This night I will enjoy Amphitryan's Wife: | nigh 
For when | made her, I decreed her ſuch men 
As I ſhou'd pleaſe to love? I wrong not him very 
Whole Wife ſhe is; for I reſerv'd my right, * 
| To have her while ſhe pleas d me; that once paſt, - T2 
| She ſhall be his again. „ | You 
g Merc, Here's omnipotence with a vengeance , to 2A 
i make a Man a Cuckold, and yet not to do him Wrong, rals, 
0 Then | find, Father Jupiter, that when you made Fate, and 
; you had the witꝭto contrive a Holy. day for your ſelf now * 
1 and then. For you Kings never enact a Law, but you Has 
i have a kind of an eye to your own Prerogative. _ And 
. Phab. Ifthere be no ſuch thing as right and wrong. His 


u 


ut 


Jup. Peace, thou l Fool: ; 6} 0p 
Learn Teng ; if thou could'ft comprehend my ways, REO 
Then thou wert 7ove, not I: yet thus far know 
That, for the good of Human- kind, this * 70 
ſhall beget a future Hercule: 880 
Who ſhall redreſs the wrongs of i injur d mortals 
Shall conquer Monſters, and reform the World. 


„„ 


Merc. Ay, Brother Phabus „and our Father made all 


thoſe Monſters for Hercules to conquer, and contriv'd 
all thoſe vices on purpoſe for him to ret orm too; ware 8 


| the jeſt on t. {hm 


Phœb. Since arbitrary pow'r will hear no realen, „tis 
wiſdom to be ſilent.— 8 

Merc. Why that's the point; this Gow arbitrary! RI 
er is a knock-down argument: tis but a word and a 
blow : Now methinks our Father ſpeaks outlike an ho-/ 


"neſt bare-fac'd-God, as he is; he& lays the ſtreſs in the 


right. place, upon abſolute. ee I confeſs if he 
had been a Man he might have been a Tyrant, if his Sub- 


jects durſt have call'd him to account: But you, Bro- 


ther Phœbus, are but a meer Country Gentleman, that 
never comes to Court; that are abroad all day on horſe-) 
back, making viſits about the world; are drinking all. 
night „and in your cups are ſtill railing at the Govern- 
ment: O theſe Patriots, theſe bumpkin Patriots, EP 
very filly ſort of animals. __ 

Jup. My preſent purpoſe and defign you heard: 
T' enjoy Amphitryon's Wife, the fair Alcmens : 
You two muſt be ſubſervient to my love. | 

| Merc. to Phœb. No more of your grumbleroniai u mo- 
rals, Brother; there's preferment coming „ bg advis d 
and pimp dutifully. 

Jup. Amphitryon , the brave Theban General 
His overcome his Country's Foes in fight: 
Andina lingle -  velſlain their King DO ra 
His conquering Troops are eager on their march 1 
Returning home; 0 their young General 75 T 
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; To tel Alcmena of her Lord's * 


— 2 
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More eager to review his beauteous Wife, 


Poſts on before, wing'd with impetuous love, 


And by to-morrow's dawn will reach this Town, 


Merc. That's but ſhort warning, Father Jupiter: ha- 
ving made no former adyances of courtſhip to her, you 
have need of your omnipotence , and all your God-ſhip, 
if you meanto be before hand with him. 

Pha&b, Then how are we to be employ'd this evening? 
Time's precious, and theſe ſummer nights are ſhort; 

I muſt be early up to light the World. pf 
Jup. You ſhall not riſe, there ſhall be no to-morrow. 
Merc. Then the World's to be at an end I find. 
 Phab, Or elſe a gap in Nature, of a day. 

Jup. A day, will well be loſt to buſie Man: 

Night ſhall continue ſleep, and care ſhall ceaſe, 

So, many men ſhall live, and live in peace, 

Whom Sun-ſhine had betray'd to envious ſi bt, 

And fight to ſudden rage, and rage to de he 


Now, Iwill have a night for love and me: 


A long luxurious night, fit for a God 


To quench and empty his immortal heat. 


Merc: Vil lay on the Woman's ſide for all that; that 


ſhe ſhall love longeſt to. night „in ſpight of your omni- 


potence. 
Pheb. I ſhall be curs'd by all the lab'ring Trades, 


That early riſe ; but you muſt be obey'd. 

Jup. No matter for the cheating part of Man 3 
They have aday's fin leſs to anſwer for. 

Phœb. When wou'd you have me wake? 


Fub. Why, when Jove goes to fl lep: When I have 
finiſh'd, 


Your Brother Mercury ſhall bring you word. 


[ Exit Phoebus on his Chariot. 
To Niere. Now, Hermes,l mult take Amphitryon's form | 
To enjoy his Wife; 
Thou muſt be Soſia, this Amphitryon's Slave; 
Who, all this night, is travelling to Thebes , 


| = 


_—— 


— 


AMPHITRYON. IJ 
And bring her joyful news of victory. Ve 
Mere. But whymuſt I be Sofia? 
Fup. Dull God of Wit, thou Statue of thy ſelf! 
Thou muſt be Sofia, to keep out Sofia 3. 
Who, by his entrance, might diſcover ov 
Diſturb my pleaſures, raiſe unruly noiſe, 
P» B And ſo diſtract Alewena's tender Soul, : 
„ She wou d not meet my warmth , when [ diffolve 
Into her lap, nor give down half her love. 
Mere. Let me alone; l' cud gel him away: 
But I abhor ſo villainous a ſhape. 
Fup. Take it, I charge thee on thy duty , take it 
Nor dare to lay it down , till I command. 8 
I cannot bear a moment's loſs of joy. 
| | [Night appears eee in her ui, 
Look ups the Night! is in her ſilent chariot; 
And rouling juſt o'er Thebes : Bid her drive dowy, , 
Or make a double turn about the World; | 
While I drop Fove, and take Amphitryon sdreſs,- ys ET 
To be the greater, while | ſcem the Ich. [ Exit Jupiter. 
Merc, to Night.' Madam Night, a good even te you: 
wa Fair and ſoftly, I beſeech you. Madam ; L have a word 
tor tvro to you, from no leſs a God than Jupiter. 
Night. O, my nimble finger'd God of theft, what 
make you here on Earth at this unſeaſonable hour? What 
Banker's Shop is to be broke open to-night ? Or what 
Clippers, and Coiners, and Conſpirators, have been 
invoking your Deity for your aſſiſtance? 
8 MNerc. Faith none of thoſe enormities; and yet I am 
ſtill in my vocation: For you know I am a kind of Jack 
5 of all trades: At a word, Jupiter is indulging his genius 
_ 0-0_Y , witha yaary noble fort of recreation, call'd 
ü wenching: The trut , ltery is 1 
wy ge h on't is , adultery is its proper 
FD: Night. Jupiter wou'd do alta to ſtick to his Wiſe Juno. 
Merc. He has been marry'd to her above theſe hun- 


dred years; and that's long W in eaten to Rick 
to one Woman. 5 


.... A222 c 
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bo 

Nig ht. She's his Siſter too, as well as his Wife z that's. 
a dou ble tye of affection to her. 

Merc. Nay „it he make bold with his own fleſh and 


blood, tis likely he will not ſpare his Neighbour's. 
Night. If I were his Wife, I would raile a Rebellion / 


againſt him, for the violation of my bed. 


Merc. Thou art miſtaken, old Night: His wife cou mY 


raiſe no faction: All the Deities in Hear” n wou'd take. 
the part of the . God; for they are all 

given to the fleſh moſt dam nab Nay the very God- 
deſſes wou'd ſtickle in the cauſe 2 love. Tis the way 
tobe popular to whore and love. For , what, do'it thou 


think old Saturn was depos d, but that he was cold and 
impotent, and made no court to the fair Ladies ? Pallas 


and Juno themſelves, as chaſte as they are, ery'd ſhame 
on him. I fay untothee, old Night, Wo be to the Mo- 
narch that has not the Women on his ſide. 


Night. Then by your rule, Mercury, A Kine whe | 
wou'd live happily, muſt debauchhavetiole maren = 


Women, 15 
. Merc. As far as his nds money will, go. 1 an; ; 
for Jupiter himſelf can't deals all of em. But this is 
beſide my preſent commiſſion. He has ſent me to will 
and require you to make a ſwinging long night for hin: : 
For he hates to be ſtinted in his pleaſures... 
Nag hr. Tell him plainly, I'll rather lay gown my 
Commiſſion : What wou'd he make a Bad of me? 
Mierc. Poor ignorant ! Why he meant thee for 4 Bawd, 
vrhen he firſt made thee, What art thou good for, but 
to be a Bawd ? Is not day- light better for mankind, 1 
mean as to any other uſe, but only for love and fornica- 
tion? Thou haſt been a Bavyd too, a reverend; ptimi- 
tive, original Bawyd, from the firſt hour of thy creation: 
and all the laudable actions of love, have been committed 
under thy mantle. Prithee for what doſt how think 
the thou art worthipp'd ? | ab 
Night, Why for my Stars and Moonſhine, . 21:34 bath 
Merc. That is, for holding a candle to iniquity ; 94 


— 


my ce 
nothin 
Mer 


your 
while 
and dr 
bryon. 

Niz) 


Or had. 

But no) 
Athom 
lam am 
Suſtaini 


if they were mii out, chow wwe alt bd Abbie wor | 
ſnip'd, by the willing baſhful Virgins. 

Night. Then ve w 5 and the ſweetneſs of my 
ſleep. „ 

Mere. No, for thy ſwect waking all the 3 + For 
ſleep comes not upon Lovers till thou art baniſh'd. 

Night. But it will be againſt ares to guns long 
winter's fight at midſummer. - : , 

Merc. Trouble not your ſelf for chat: a 1 or- 
der d to make a ſhort ſummer's day to-morrow; ſo in 
tour and twenty hours all will be at rights again 

Night. Well, Iam edified by your diſcourſe; and 
my comfort is, that what- euer work. f is r 11 
nothing. þ 

Mert. About your buſineſs then: Put a 22 into 
your chatiot- wheels, and order the ſeven Stars to halt. 
while I put my ſelf into the habit r man 
and dreſs up a falſe Soſia, e a fall 1 Ha. 
'ryon. - Goodnight, Night, + 

1 My ſervice to Jupiter Farce 1 
EE Abu y=w backward, (Exit Is 


140 s OE IL. 
Anplinpums Plate: 

1 5 ; a Enter Alcmena alone. : 
AL CMENAL 


Wie w I mãrri d to the Man I love! 

For, had he been indifferent to my choice, 

Or hid been hated, abſence had been l 3 1 

But now I fear for my Amphitryon s life: x 

At home, in private, and ſecure from War, 

lam amidſt an hoſt of armed foes, oy v 

aten all lis cares, pierc d 5 his wounds, 1 a 1 
n 
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And if he falls (which O ye Gods avert) fy 
Am in Amphitryon ſlain ! wou'd I were there * 
And he were here, ſo might we change our = z 


821 he r grieve for me, and ; . us _e him 


Enter Phadra, ; — 


Phed. Good news , good news, Laden 5 0 uch ad- 
mirable news, that if 1 kept it in nr 1 _ 
burſt witk it 737 

Alc. Is it from the dN * 

had. No matter. 

Ac. From 4 you ©... 

' Phad. No matter, neither. 

Ac. Anfwer me, Icharge thee, if thy eon 
be any thing N N my bord: It ir be, aſſure thy 
1 elf of a reward. 

Pad. Ay, Madam, en rendes Deans: to the 

matter: You know the buſine ot a poor Waiting · wo- 

man here upon earth, is to be ſcraping up ſomething 
againſt a rainy day, call'd the Day of Marriage: : Every 
one in our own vocation: But what matter is it to me if 
my Lord has routed the enemies, if I get rung of 
their ſpoils ? 

Alc. Say, is my Lord victorious? 

Pbad. Why he is victorious; indeed I aray'd d devout- 
Iy to Jupiter for a victory; by the ſame token, that you 
Thou'd give me ten Pieces of Gold, if 1 brought you 
news of it, 


Alc. They are thine; - ſuppoſing he be ſafe too. 


Phad. Nay, that's anew bargain; for I vow'd to Ju- 


piter, t hat then you ſhou'd give me ten pieces more 
But I do undertake for my Lord's ſafety; if you will 
pleaſe to diſcharge his een e of the debt „and 
t ake it upon you to pay. 

Alc. When he returns in ſafety. Fupinr and I will 


ur vow. 
"het, And Iam fure Tanticled with Fupier, that if! 
brought 


. Pla 


let hin 
make 


Enter 


HTE 1 0 *. 25 


brought you news, that my Lord was upor 
you ſhou'd grant me one ſmall fayour more, that wil 
coſt you nothing. 

Alc: Make halte, thou torturer; is my Amphirryon 
upon return ? 

Phed. Promiſe me that f ſhaft be your bed fellow to- 
night, as I have been ever ſince my Lord's ablence z 
unleſs I ſhall be pleas'd to releafe you of your word. 

, Ale. That's a ſmall requeſt; tis granted. | 

' Phed. But ſwear by Janin. | 

Alc. But why by y Jupiter. | 

Phe, Becauſe ke 's the greateſt +. T 12 U to deat with 
one of your little triffling Gods that can do nothin re 
by permiſſion: But Jupiter can ſwinge oy off; if you 
ſwear by him, and are forſworn, | 

Alc. I ſwear by Fupirer. | 

. Phd. Then I believe he is hin tans; , oy 1 


is ſafe: For 1 look d throug h the key-hole, and{aw him 


knocking at the gate; 21 I had the conſcienceto let 
him cool his heels there. | 

Ale. And vrou dſt thou not open to him! Oh thou 
Traitreſs? 

Phed, No, 1 was alittle wiſer: 1 left Soße Wife to 
let him im + forl was refoly'd to bring the news , and 
make my penniy=worths out of him; as time ſhalt ſhow. . 


Enter herber. in the ſhape N with Sofia's 
Wife » Bromia. | 


* 


Ee kiſſes and embraces — mY 1 : | 


vu O let me live for ever on thoſe lips! -- 
The Necker of the Gods to theſe is taſteleſs. © 
I ſwear, that were ! Fupiter , „ Ro. 
| wou'd renounce my Heav'n, to be Amp kitten yen” 

Alc, Then, not to ſwear beneath Mktg oath, 
{ Forgi ve me Juno if Iam prophane) whe 
| {wear , enn 1 5 


© 


as YA MPI. TARN ON 
And be Alcmena, rather than be Tano 
Brom. Gbod my Lord, what's become of my p 
bed-fellow, your Man Soſia? You keep ſuch a billing 
and colling here, to ſet one's moutha watering: what, 
Ifay, though I am apoor woman, I have a Husband 
as well as my Lady ; and ſhou'd be as glad as ſhe of a lit- 
tle honeſt recreation, | _ 
Phæd. And what have you done with your old Friend, 
and my old Sweet. heart, Judge Grips ? Has he brought 
me home a cram'd purſe that iwells with bribes ? If he 
be rich, I'll make him welcome, like an honourable 


: 


Magiſtrate ; But if he has not had the wit to {ell juſtice, 


he judges no cauſes in my court, 1 warrant him. 


Ale. My Lord, vou tell me nothing of the battle: 


Is Thebesvictorivus, are our Foes deſtroy'd? 

For now I find you faſe, I ſhou'd be glad 

To hear you were in danger, 

Jap. ( Aſide.) A Man had need be a God, to ſtand 

the fury ot chree talking Women! I think in my con- 

ſcience I made their tongues of thunder. 
roma puling him on one ſide. ] Las K d the firſt quel. 

/ =. ears 

_. Phadra pulling him on other fade. ] Peace, mine'sa 

Lover, and your's is but a Husband ; and my Judge is 

My- Lord too; the title ſhall take place, and I will be 

ner e T 

Jup. Sofia is ſafe, Gripus is rich, both coming: 

I rode before em, with a Lover's haſte - 

Was eber poor God fo worry d! but for my love, 

I wiſhI were in Heav'n again with Juno. (ſide. 
Ale. Then I, it ſeems, am laſt to be regarded? 
Fup. Not ſo, my love, but theſe obſtreperous tongues 

Have ſnatch'd their anſwers firſt : They will be heard: 


i * 0 2 


And ſurely Iove wou'd never anſwer pray r 
That Women made, but only to be freed 
From their eternal noĩſe. Make haſte to bed: 
There let me tell my ſtory, in thy arm; _ 
There in the gentle pauſes of our lore, 5 


oor | 


ixt 


That thou ſhalt ask, and 1 ſhall anſwer things 


4 E * ON Be... 


Betwixt our dyings, ere we live again, 
Thou ſhalt be told the battle, and lccehk: 
Which 1 ſhall oft begin, and then break off; 
For Love will often interrupt my tale, 1 
And make ſo ſweet confuſion in our talk, 


That are not of a piece: but patch'd with kiſſes, 
And ſighs, and murmurs, and imperfect ſpeech; 
And nonſenſe ſhall be eloquent, in love. 

Brom. to Phadra My Lord is very hot upon 't: This 
abſence is a great friend to us poor neglected Wives; 
it makes us new again. | 

Alc. I am the fool of love; and find within me 
The fondneſs of a Bride, without the fear. 

My whole deſires and wiſhes are in you. 

Phod. aſide. My Lady's eyes are pinking to bei 

too: Now is ſhe to look very ſleepy, counterfeiting 


* 


yawning, but ſhe ſhall ask me leave firſt. 


Alc. Great Juno, thou whoſe holy care preſides 


Over the nuptial bed, pour all thy ben 


On this auſpicious night. 

Jup. Juno may grudge: for ſhe may fear I He's; : 
In thoſe bright eyes; but Jupiter will grant. 
And doubly bleſs this night. | 

Thad. aſide But Jupiter ſhou'd ask wy leave firſt, 
were he here in perſon. 

Alc. Bromia, prepare the bed: | 
The tedious journey has diſpos'd my Lord, 

To ſeek his needful reſt: [ Exit, Bromia. 

Phed. This very true, Madam; the Poor Gentleman 
muſt needs be weary; and therefore 1 twas notill con- 
triv'd that he mult lie alone to-night, to recruit him- 
lelf with ſleep, and lay in enough for to-morrow 
night, when you may keep him waking. | 

Ale. to Jupiter. I muſt confeſs I made a kind of 
promiſe — 

Phzdra almoſt crying. ] A kind of promiſe, do you 
call it? 1 ſee you wou d fain be coming off: I am 

B 3 _ tare 


Re 


1 MP HITR YO N. 
9 you ſwore to me, b Fupiter , that I ſhou'd be 


your ded- fellow, and Tn accuſe you to him too, the 
firſt prayers I make: And I'll pray a purpoſe too, that 
1 will, though I have not pray d to him this ſeren 
years. 

Fup.. O, the malicious Hilding ! 

Alc. 1 did {wear indeed, my Lord. 
Fu. Forſwear thy felt; for Fupiter but laughs | 
At lover's perjurys. 

Phed. The more ſhame far him if he does: There 


wou'd be a fine God indeed for us women to worſhip, 


if he laughs when our Sweet-hearts cheat us of our 
maiden-heads: No, no, Jupiter is an honeſter Gentle- 
man than you make of him. 

Fu. I'm all on fire; and wou'd not loſe this night 
To be the Maſter of the Univerſe. 


Phed. Ay, my Lord, I ſee you are on firc ; but the | 


Devil a backet ſhall be brought to quench it , without 
my leave. You may go to bed, Madam; but you 
ſhall fee how Heav'n will bleſs your night” s work, 
if you forſwear your ſelf: Some fool, ſome mere 
elder brother, or ſome block bead! y Hero, Jove I beſeech 
tle , ſend her. 
Jup aſide. Now I cou'd call my Thunder to revenge 
AS. 
But that were to confeſs my Telf a God 
And then I loſt my Love! Alemena, come, 
By Heav'n I have a Bridegroom's fervour for thee, | 
As I had nc'er enjoy'd. 
Ale. ſighing. She has my oath ; 
And ſure 2 may releaſe it , if ſhe pleaſe — 


Phed. Why, truly. Madam, 1 Am not cruel in my | 


nature, to poor diſtreſſed Lovers; for it may be my 
own caſe another day: And therefore, if my Loid 
pleaſes to eonſider me 


Jußp. Any thing⸗ any thing , but name thy wiſh - 


and have it 


Thad. Ay, now you ſay, any thiug any thing; but you 


would 


Ee 
ie 
at 


d 
„ 


re 
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wot'd tel me another ſtory to-morrow morning. Look 
you, my Lord,here's a hand open to receive, you kn 
tie meaning of it: I am for nothing but the ready 

Jup. Thou ſhalt have all the treaſury of Heaven. 

Jup. aſide, 1 had forgot, and ſhow'd my ſelf a God. 
This love can make a fool of Jupiter. 5 

Phed. You have got ſome part of the Enemy's ſpoil. 
] warrant you ; I ſce a little trifling Diamond upon 
your finger; andI am proud enough to think it wou'd 
become mine too, 

Ju piter, taking a ring off his finger and giving is. Here, 
take it; 

This is a very Woman: | 

Her ſex is avarice, and ſhe in one 

Is all her Sen. 

Phed. Ay, ay. tis no matter what you ſay of us. 
What, wou'd you have your money out of the treaſury, 
without pay ing the Officers their fees ? Go, get you 
together, you naughty couple, till you are both weary 
of worrying one another, and then to-morrow mor- 
ning , I ſhall have another fee for parting you, * : 

| ( Phzdra goes out before Alemena with a light. 


Jupiter Solus. 


Why now I am indeed the Lord of all ; 
For what's to be a God, but to enjoy? | 
Let human · kind their Sovereign's leiſure wait; 
Love is, this night, my great affair of State. 
Let this one night of Providence be void: | 
All Jove, for once, is on himſelf employ d. 
Let unregarded Altars ſmoke in vain; _ 
And let my Subjects praiſe me, or complain. 
Yet, if betwixt my intervals of bliſs, 
Some am'rous Youth his oraiſons addreſs, 
His pray'risin a happy hour preferr d; | 
And when Jove loves, a Lover ſhall be heard. 5 
| | . ACT 


| 24 A 1 ER 10 . 


7 89005 


— — 
eee 
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N br. G. cene LE a Palace : | 


Sof Ia with® 2 dark- Abo NMercu, 
ry in Solia's Shape, with a dark- 
lant horn alſo. 


850814. 


Ve not the Devil in my Maſter, to ſend me out in 
this dreadful dark night, to bring the news of 
his victory to my Lady? And was not | potleis'd with 
ten Devils, for going on his errand, without a convoy 
ſor the ſafeguard of my perſon? Lord, how am I mel. 
ted into ſweat with fear! Iam diminiſh'd of my natural 
weight, above two ſtone: I ſhall not bring half my ſelf 
home again to my poor Wife and Family: I have been 
in an Ague fit, ever ſince ſnut of evening, what with 
the fright of trees by the high- way, which look'd mali. 
ciouſly like Thieves, by moon-ſhine : And what with 
' bulruſhes by the river. ſide, that ſhak'd like ſpears, and 
lances at me. Well? the greateſt plague of a ſerving- 
man, is to be hir'd to ſome great Lord! They care not 
vrhat drudgery they put upon us, while they lie lolling 
at their caſe. a · bed, and ſtretch their lazy limbs, in ex- 
pectation of the Whore which we are fetching for them. 

Mer. aſide. He is but a poor mortal, that ſu ffers this! 
me i, who am a God, am degraded to a foot Pimp; 

waiter without doors; a Pn civil 9— for a 
Daryl 4 | | Soſ. 


tickl 


NM 
to ju 
So 


S2 


905 The better ſort of em will ſay, upon my 84 
nour, at every word: Jet ask em or our wages, arid 
they plead the privilege of their honour, and will not 
pay us; nor let us take our privilege of the lau upon 


them. | Theſe are a very hopeful ſort of Patriots, to 


ſiand up as they do for liberty and property of the N 
ject: There's conſcience for you! 

Merc. aſide. This Fellow , has ſomething of thes re- 
publican ſpirit in him. 

Soſia looking about him. Stay; this abe hou 'd 
be our houſe; And1 ſhou'd thank the Gods now, for 
bringing me ſafe home: But I think I had as good let 
my devotions alone, till I have got the reward for m 

ood news, and then thank em once for all: Lor it 1 
praiſe em before I am ſafe within doors , ſome damn'd 


maſtiff· Dog may come out and worry me; and then 


my thanks are thrown away upon em. 

Merc. aſide. Thou art a wicked Rogue, and vile 
have thy bargain before hand: Therefore thou getſt not 
into the houſe this night, and thank me accordingly as I 
uſe thee. | 

Saſia. Now am I to give my Lady an account of my 
Lord's victory; tis good to exerciſe my parts before 
hand, and file my tongue into eloquent ex preſſions, , to 
tickle her Ladyſhip's imagination. 

Merc. aſide. Good ! and here's the God of Eloquence 
to judge of thy oration. 

Sofia , ſetting down his lanthorn. This lanthorn for 
once ſhall be my Lady: Becauſe ſhe is the lamp of all 
beauty and perfection. 

Mere. aſide. No, Rogue, tis thy Lord is the lant- 
horn by this time, or Jupiter is turn'd fumbler. 

Soſia. Then thus I make my addreſſes to her: [ Bows.] 
Madam, my Lord has choſen me out, as the moſt faith- 
ful, though the moſt unworthy of his followers, to 
bring your Ladyſhip this following account of our glo- 
rious expedition. Then ſne - O my poor Soſia, (ina 
ſorill tune) how 25 I oycrjoy'd to {ee thee! She can ſay 

By " "ud 
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C 
no leſs : Madam, you do me too much honour, and 
the world will envy me this glory: — Well anſwer d on 
my ſide And how does my Lord Amphitryon? Ma- 
dam, he always does like a Man of courage, when he 
is call'd by Honour There 4 think I nick d it. But 
when will he return? As ſoon as poſſibly he can; but 
not ſo ſoon as his impatient heart cou d wiſh him with 
your Ladyſhip, 5 e 
Merc. aſide. When Thebes is an Univerſity, thou de. 
ſerveſt to be their Orator. 5 | 
Soſia. But what does he doe, and what does he ſay? Pri- 
thee tell me ſomething more of him He always ſays 


leſs than he does, Madam: And his Enemies have found 


it to their coſt Where the Devil did I learn theſe ele- 
gancies and pallantries ? 


Merc. So; he has all the natur 1 endowments of a 


- 


Fop ; and only wants the education! 
Sofia, Staring up to the Sky. What, is the Devil in 
the night! the's as long as two nights: The Seven Stars 
are juſt where they were ſeven hours ago! High day 
high night, I mean, by my favour. What, has Phœ- 
bus been playing the Goodfellow , and overſlept him - 
ſelf, that he forgets his duty to us mortals ? ; 


Mere. How familiarly the Raskal treats us Gods! but | 


I ſhall make him alter his tone immediately. | 

| { Mercury comes nearer , and ſtands juſt before him. 
_ Sofia, ſeeing him, and ſtarting back. aſide. How 

now ? What, do my eyes dazle, or is my dark lant- 

horn falſe to me? Is not thataGiant before our door, 

or a Ghoſt of ſome body ſlain in the late battle? If he be, 

Tis unconſcionably done to fright an honeſt Man thus, 


who never drew weapon wrathfully in all my life?. — 


Whatever Wight he be, I am deviliſhly afraid, that's 
certain, but tis diſcretion to keep my own counſel: 
I'll ſing, that I may ſeem valiant. ( Sofia ſongs; and 
as Mercury ſpeaks , by lictle and little, drops his voice. 

Merc. What ſaucy C 


us With his hoarſe voice ? What midnight W 
vo 


ion is this, that deafeus 


have v 
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might 
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SWEAT TD0 N; 27 
have we here? I ſhall teach the Villain to leave off cat- 
trvwiwing ET. OOO N 

Soſſa. I wou'd 1 had courage, for his fake , that 1 
might teach him to call my ſinging catterwawling: an 
illiterate rogue; an Enemy to the Muſes and to Muſick. 

Merc, There is an ill favour that offends my noſtrils; 
and it wafteth this way ? - 285 

So ſia He has ſmelt me out: My fear has betray'd me 
into this ſavour. I am a dead Man: The bloody V. lain 
is at his fee, fa, fum, already. |; 

Merc. Stand, who goes there? 

Soſ. A Friend. 

Merc. What Friend ? g 

Soſia. Why a Friend to all the world that will give 
me leave to live peaceab)y. e > wy 

Merc. I defie Peace and all its works; my arms are 
out of exerciſe, they have mau}'d no-body theſe three 
days: I long for an honourable occafion to pound a 
Man, and lay him aſleep at the firſt buffet. | 

Sofia. aſide. That wou'd almoſt do me a kindneſs; 
for I have been kept waking , without tipping one wink 
of ſleep theſe three nights. 

Merc. Of what quality are you, Fellow ? ; 

Soſia, Why Lam a Man, Fellow.—Courage Sofia, — 

Merc. What kind of Man? | 

Soſta. Why a two-legg'd Man, What Man ſhou'd 1 
be? (Aſide.) -I mult bear up to him, he may prove 
as errant a milkſop as my ſelf. | 

Merc, Thou art a coward , I warrant thee; do not 1 
hear thy teeth chatter in thy head? | | 

Soſia. Ay, ay, that's only a ſign they wou'd be ſaap- 
ping at thy noſe— ( Aſide. ) —Bleis me, what an arm 
and fiſt hehas, with great thumbstoo : and gols and 
knuckle-bones of a very Butcher. . Fr 

Merc. Sirrah , from whence come you, and whi- 
ther go you ? anſwer me directly, upon pain of aſſaſſi- 
nation. N 1 
Seſia. Tam coming from whence I came, and am 


© 58 


and ſo good night Friend 
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going whitherIgo: That's directly home; though this 
is {(omewhat an uncivil manner of ee at * 
firſt ſight of a Man, let me tell you. 
Merc. Then to begin our better acquaintance let 
me firſt make you a an preſent of this box oꝰ the ear 
IQ Strikes him. 
Soſta. If I were as cholerick a fool: as you now, here 
wou'd be fine work betwixt us two; but 1 am a little 
better bred , than todiſturb the ſleeping neighbourhood, 
[ Is going, 
Merc. ſtopping him Hold Sir; you and I mutt not 
part ſo eaſily; once more, whither are you going? 


Soſia. Why 1 am going as faſt as I can , to get out of 


the reach ot your clutches: let me but oaly knock at 
that door there. 
Merc. What buſineſs have you at that door, Sirrah? 
\ Sofia. This is our houſe ; and when Iam got in, 1ll 
tell you more. 
Merc. Whoſe houſe is this . faucinels, that you are {0 
familiar with, to call it our's ? 
Soſia 'Tis mine, inthe firſt place, aud next, my 
Maſter's; for Ilie in the garret, and he lies under me. 
Merc. Have your Maſter and yon no names, Sirrah? 
Sofia, His name is Amphitryon; hear that and trem- 
ble. | 
Merc. What, my Lord General? 
Sofia. O, has his name mollify'd you! T have brought 
you down a peg lower already, Friend. 
Merc. And your name is 
Soſia Lord, Friend, you are ſo very troubleſome; 
What ſhou'd my name be but So ſia ? 
Merc. How, Sofa, ſay you? ? How lang have you 
taken up that name, Sirrah ? 
Soſia. Here's a fine queſtion ; Why I neyer took it up, 
Friend, it was born with me 
Merc What was your name wants Sofa a? Take thi 
re membrance for that lye. [ beats him. 


_ Seſia, Hold Friend, you are fo very flippant with 
Your 
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hands, you won't hear reaſon : What offence has my 
name done you, that you ſhou'd beat me for it? S. O. 
„ They areas civil, honeſt, harmleſs letters, 
as any are in the whole alphabet. eta 

Merc. I have no quarrel to. the name, but that * tis 
cen too good for you, and ' tis none of yours. 

Soſia. What am not I Seſia, ſay you? 

Merc. No. 

Soſia. L ſhould think you are ſomewhat merrily . 
pos d, if you had not beaten me, in ſuch ſober ſadneſs. 
You wou'd perſwade me out of my heathen name, 
wou'd you? 

Merc Say you are Sofia again at your peril, Sirrah. 

Soſia I dare ſay nothing, but thought is free; but | 
whatever I am call'd, Iam Amphizryor's Man, and the. 
firſt letter of my name is $ too. You had belt tell me 
that my Maſter did not ſend me ne to my Lad Yo with 
news of his victory? 1 15 e 

Merc. I ſay he did not. 

Soſia. Lord, Lord, Friend, one of us two is horribly 
giv'nto lying. rybe Ido not ay Which of us, to, e 
contention. by 

Merc. I ſay, my name is Soſa... ps yours is not. 5 

Soſia. I wou'd you cou d make good your words, for. 
then I ſhou'd not be beaten, and you ſnou d. 

Merc. I find yon wou'd be Soſia if JOU. arc if 1 
catch you thinking ſo 

Soſia. hope l may think I wasSofia , and I can 0 ind 
no difference between my former ſelf, and my preſent, 
{elf ; but that] was Bin. Soſia before, and now I am 
lac 4 Soſia. WT 5 

Merc. Take this, for being ſoimpudent to think ſor 

[| beats im. ä 

Seſia kneeling... Truce a little, 1 beſeech thee {1 wou d 
be a ltock or a ſione now by my good will, and wou 'd/ 
not think at all,, for ſelf preſeryation. But will you give 
me leave to argue the matter fairly with you? And pro-, 
mile me to depoſe that cydgel, | „if 1 can prove my; fe 
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to be that Man that I was before I was beaten. 


Merc; Well, onal in ſafety 3 +. promils you will 
not beat you. 


Soſia. In the firſt place 
Thebes ?- 

| Merc. Undoubtedly. 5 

Soſia. And is not this Houſe Amphitryor's? ? 

Merc, Who denies it? 

Soſia I thought you wou'd have deny d that too; for 
all hangs upon a ſtring. Remember then, that thoſe 


two preliminary articles are already granted In the 


next place, did not the foreſaid. Amphitryon beat the Tele- 
boans, kill their King Pterelas, and ſend a certain Ser. 


vant, meaning ſome body, that for ſake-ſake ſhall be 
| nameleſs, to bring preſent to his Wife, with news of 


his vicory*: „and of his reſolution to return to-morrow? 
Merc. This is all true, to a very tittle: but who 


s that certain Servant? there's all the queſtion. 


Soſia. ls it Powe or war betwixt us 5 
© Mere. Peace. | 


I + Sofia. I dare not who! y truſt char agmtnible cu Joel; 


but tis a certain friend of your's and mine; that had a 
certain name before he was beaten out of it. But if you 
are a Man that depend not altogether upon force and bry- 
tality , but ſomewhat aiſo upon reaſon, now do you 


bring better proofs that you are that fame certain Man, 
and in order to it, anſwer me ro certain queſtions. 


Mere. 1 ſay I am Soſa, moo note Man; What 

reaſon have you to urge againſt it? 
Sofa What was your Father's name? 5 

Merc. Davus; who was an honeſt Hausband man 
whoſe Sifter's name was: Harpage, that vas married, 
and died in a foreign country. 

Soſia. So far you are right I muſt confeſs; and your 
Wife's name is OR 9001 £6 7: 

lere Bromia, a deviliſn ſhrew of Wrvitithc; a 1 
vixen of her hands; that leads me a miſerable life, keeps 
me to hard duty abed; and beats me very morning 

W 


is not this Tewn call'd 


* b T1 70 8 Ir 


wa 1 haveriſcnfrom her fide, without having Ertl 
J underſtand ou: by many aforrowful —— 

| this 2 be 1 — : 

Merc. I was once taken upon ſefpicion of burglary , 


and was whipt through Thebes , and branded for I . 15 


ains. 
l Sofa Right me again; bor it yo are K. as1 begia to 
ſu ſpect; that whipping and branding might have been 
paſt over in filence, for both our credits. And yet no- 
e I think on't, if 1 am I, (as lam): he cannot be J. 
c All theſe circumſtances he might have heard; but will 
now interrogate him upon ſome private paſſages What 


matter which of us, to his Wife Alcmena®? 2 

Merc, A buckle of Diamonds, conſiſting dene. 
ſtone⸗ a 

Soſia. Andwhereare they now?! e oem 

Merc. In a caſe ſeal'd with my Maſter' bene of n 

Soſia. This is prodigious! 1 I confeſs; but yet tis no- 
thing nowv l think on't, for ſome falſe Brother may have 
reveal d it to him.” ¶ Aſida.] But I have another queſtion * 
to ask you, of ſomewhat'that paſs'd only berwixt my” 
ſelf and me: if you are e what were 5a doing in 
the heat of Battle??? 

Merc. What a wiſe Man ſhow'd, chat bas relpect br 
his own perſon I ran inte our Tent, and hid bay Gree 
amongſt the oo eigen 

Soſia. Aſide, Such another cutting wives} 4267 * 
muſt provide my ſelt of another name ( To Him.) And 
© I bowdid you paſs your time in that ſame Tent? Tou need 
1, not anſwer to every circumſtanee ſo exactly now you . 
4, muſt lye alittle, that Emay think you the more me: 

- Merc, That cunning ſnall not ſerve your turm to cir· 


ur, cumvent me out of my name: I am for plain tiaked®” 


truth: There ſtood a hogskead of old wine, which. 
à my Lord reſervid forhigownitrnking— 04 & 
ps Sofia: Aſids O the Devil! as ſure as death, he 8 
ng have hid himſelf in that hogehead, or he cou'dinever 
en | faveknown that? | Mere, 


was the Preſent that Amphitryon ſent by you or me, _ 5 
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ing 


end of me. Let me ſee. — this muſt be I, in ſpight of 


| your: dark- lauthorn? 


that houſe, and carry a civil meſſage to my Lady). 


% AMPHITRYON, 
_ Merc. And by that hogshead, upon the» ground y 
there lay the kind inyiter and provokerof good en. 


Soſia. Nay, now I have caught you 3 there wa ne 
ther inviter nor provoker, for | was all alone. 
Merc. A luſty gammon of 2 8 
- Soſ6a. ſighing. Bacon — that word has quite mei an 


me but let me view him nearer. 
[ Walks about Mercury with his dark lavhors: 
— What are you walking about me lar 3 with 


Soſia. No harm, Friend; 1 am only ben par- 
cel ot earth here, that I find we two are about to bar» 
gain for: He's damnable like me, that's certain. Im- 
primis, there's the patch upon my noſe, with a Pox to 
him — Item, a very fooliſh face, with a long chin at 
end on ti Item, one pair of ſhambling legs, with two 
ſplay feet belonging to them. And — ſumma totalis, 
trom head to foot all my bodily apparel— ¶ To Mercu: 
ry] Well, you are Soſia; there's no denying it; but 
vrhat am L then? For my mind gives me. 15 am x; lomo | 
body ſtill, it I knew but who l were. 3 

Merc. When 1 haveamind to be 8 7 4 no more, -thas | 
thou may g be Seſia again.. 

Soſia. I have but one roqueſk more tor >" ets that, | 
though not as Sofs , Yet as a ſtranger, L may g0 into . 


: Merc. No , Sirrah, not being Sofia , you have. no 

? etodeliver, nor no Lady in this houſe, | |, 1 
8. 1. Thou canſt not be ſo barbarous , N 8 

in the ſtreets all night, after ſuch a journey, and ſuch a 
beating and therefore I am reſolv'd to knock at the 

door in my own defence. ett 

Merc, If you come near the door, Lrecall my. words | 

and break off the truce and then expect -H 

I Holaswp bis 4 | 

SI No; the Peril takeme if do expert I; — | 

1 161} won tt 


%\ 


felt to 85 what ſower fruit that Crab: tree bears: Vl 
rather beat it back upon the Hoof to my Lord Amphi- 
tryon, to ſee if he will acknowledge me for Soſa: if he 
does not, then I am no longer his Slave; there's my 
freedom dearly purchas d with a fore drubbing : if he 
does acknowledge me, then I am 8% again; ſo far 
tis tolerably well: but then I {hall have a tecond drub- 
bing, for an unfortunate Arqpatlacor as L am; and that's 
intollerable, ns | 1 Exit Sofia, 


” ** Su SY 


Mercury alone. 


Thave fobb'd off his Excellency retty Heya Nor- 
let him return, and make the beſt of his credentials; I 
think too | have 8 57 Jupiter ſafficient time for his con- 
ſummation. he has taken his cue; and here he 
comes, as leiſurely and as lank as if he bad empty d bi- 


{elf of the beſt part of his moet fog oe 


wok 0 E N E, 1 12 25 arne 
Enter Jopicet lee ieee 1 2 by 
Phædra. Tages with "Torches Leh oh e. 


Jupiter to the Pager... is 5 


o Ln 
4 1 ; 


-Hoſe farekes Rae ; ſtand Maker be 
For though they bleſs me with thy heaven! y fight , 4 


They may diſcloſe the ſecret I would hide. ge gg 


The Thebans mult not know I have been here; 
Derracting crowds wou'd blame me that 1 robb'd . 
Theſe happy moments form m publick I 

To conſecrate to thy defir'd embrace: of 
And I cou'd wiſh no witneſs but thy ſelf; 

For thou thy ſelf art all I wiſhto pleaſe, 


Alem. So long an abſence. ebenen . 
C What: 
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What, - but one night! one night of joy and love; 2 
Cou d only pay one night of cares and fears; 
And all the reſt are an uncancell'd ſum. | 
- Curſe on this honour and this publick fame; 
Wou'd yon had leſs of both, and more * love. 
Jup. Alemena, Imult go. 3533 
on RR myo... ..- 
Fup. Indeed I muſt... _ % ops oa 
Alem. Indeed you ſhall not 80. „ dns 
Jup. Behold the ruddy ſtrea ks o'er ob! mY 
Thos are the bluſhes of the breaking morn, 


That kindle day · light to this nether world. 12 
Allem. No matter for the day, it was but meh bs 
To number out the hours of buſie Men. 3 1 
Let em be buſie ſtill and ſtill be wretched ; - f 
And take their fill ot anxious drudging day: hw 
But you and 1 will draw our curtains cloſe : 11 J 
Extinguiſh day-light, and put out the Sun. S oY 
Come back, my Lord, in faith you ſhall retires | ro . 
You have not yet layn long enough i in bed, 3 10 
To warm your widow'd fide. Tha 


| Phaarya. aſide. I find my Lord 1s an . School Wh 
6 Maſter, my Lady is ſo willing to repeat her leſſon. * - 
Merc. aſide. That's a Plaguy little Devil; What a ro- 1 


guiſn eye ſhe has! begin to like her ſtrangely; ſhe's the Via 
perquiſite of my place too; for my Lady's Waiting. 75 
Woman is the proper fees of my Lord's chief Gentle. 45 1 
man. I have the privilege of a God too; I can view het 4 


naked through all her clothes: Let me, ſee V Let me Aud 
fee: I havediſcover'd ſomething that pleaſes me alread;.ſ| _ 
Let me not live but thou art all ee Fi 


So charmingand{o ſweet, A | 2 

That not a night, bur vhole eternity. "tack Ack 
Were well employ'd , 42 wh 
To love thy each pertection as it ought. ; hut l 


— c. — In bribe you with this if taps Milli, 
whil 


FE us kiging ber, A bribe indeed: oon will bring 


* 2 


me 


zut 


But, to be juſt, I muſt reſtore: our babe. 
How Icou d dwell for ever on thoſe lips! 
O I cou d kiſs em pale with eagerneſs 


So ſoft, by Heav'n , and ſucha juicy 1 1 6 


That ripen'd Peaches have not half the flavour, 3 
Ale. Ve niggard Gods you make our lives too es 


You fillꝰ em with diſeaſes , wants and woes, 
And only daſh em with a little love, 
Sprinkled by fits, and with a ſparing hand: 


Count all our joys, from childhood ev n to rely 


They wou'd but make a day of ev'ry year: 
Take back your ſev'nty years (the ſtint of ep)... 
Or elſe be kind, and eram the quinteſſence 
Ofſev'nty years into ſweet ſev'nty days: 

For all the reſt is flat, inſipid being. 


Jup. But yet one ſcruple pains me at my da 


I love ſo nicely, that I cannot bear 


To owe the ſweets of love which 1 have taſted, 'F 


To the ſubmiſſive duty ofa Wife: 


Tell me, and ſooth my paſſion eber eb. T v0 | 7 105 152 


That in the kindeſt moments of the night. 
When you gave up your ſelf to love and mes 
You thought not ofa Husband but a Lover. 


Alc. But tell me firſt, why you wou'd raiſe a A 


U pommyicheeks by wking ſuch a queſtion? - 


. I wou'dowe nothiag to «name fa dl. 


As Rosas but to a Lover all. 


Alc. You ſhou'd have as kd me am wink, Jene and 


And privacy, had favour'd your demand. 
Jup. Task it now, becauſe my eziderneſs. 
Surpaſſes that of Husbands fot their Wiyes.- 


a night 2 


0 that you lov'd like me!chen you wou'd 4 = 


A thouſand thouſand nicetiesin love.. 
The common love of Sex to Sex is brutal? 


ut Love refin'd will fancy to it ſelltlk 


Millions of gentle cares, and ſweet diſquiets: TE 


hem; being n is not halt you! 257 
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The manner of the happ | 


ine is all 808 ar +* q 

In me (my charming Miſtreſs) you behold ver 54 

A Lover that diſdaius a lawful title; - 17505 1 

Such as of Monarchs to ſucceſſive Thrones. (th f Wy 

The generous Lover holds by force of Arms; 1 
And claims his Crown by conqueſt. F av 


Ale. Methinks you ſhou'd de plcard, I give you al 
A vertuous and a modeſt Wife can ire 

Jup. No; no, that very name of Wife and marriage 
Is iſo to the deareſt ſweets of love: 
To pleaſe my niceneſs you muſt ſeparate 


The Lover from his mortal foe the Husband. 


— 


Give to the yawning Hus band your cold vertu. 
Your amorous murmurs be your Lover's part. 4 

Alc. I comprehend not vat you mean. my Lord 2 
But only loveme till, and love me thus 


And think me ſuch as beſt may pleaſe your thought, | 


Fup. Theres myſtery of love in all I fax. 
Farewel; and when you ſee your Husband next | 1 
Think of your Lover then. 9% 7 

| 3 42 od Nemensſromoly: The: 
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Alive: + pi Now I hows: autor, bu ; Fox are has 
laid a lime-t for me, and made a lame God of me, 
Yet why ſhouꝰd I love this Phgdra ; She's intereſted ,and 
2 Jilt into the bargain. Three thouſaud years hence, there 
will be a whole Nation of ſuch Women, in a certain 
country that will be calłd France and there's a neigb- 
bour Iſland too, where the Men of that country will be 
all intereſt. Oh what a precious generation will that be, 
which the Men of the Iſland ſhall propagate out of the 
Women of the Continent! (Phadra re enters) -And ſo 
much for Propheſie For ſhe's here again, and 1 muſt loye 
ker in ſpight of me: and ſince I muſt , I have this .com- 
fort, that the greateſt Wits are commonly the greateſt 
Cullies, becaute aber of che Sexes can be wiſer than 

10M? 
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me cem parts about em will give em leave. „ 
| Phadra. Well Soſia, and how go matters / 
Merc. Our Armyis victorious. Cat 
Phed. And my Servant Judge Grips ? N 
Merc. A voluptuous gourmand. 1 


Phed.. But has he en where withal to be rolup: 


tuous ? is he wealthy? 

Merc. He ſells Juſtice as he uſes ; fleeces the rich Re- 
bels, and hangs up the poor. 

Phed. Then while he has money, be may make love 
to me. Has he ſent me no token ? 

Merc. Ves a kiſs; and by the ſame token, I am to give 
it you, as a remembrance from him. 


Phed, How now, impudence ! A beggarly Serving- 


man preſume to kiſs me? 
Merc. Suppoſe L were a God, and ſhou'd make love 
to you ? 


Phad. I wou'd fr be fatisfi'd whether you were a 


poor God or a rich God. 
—_ Suppoſe I were Mercury, The God of M tn 
dic 


Had. What, the God of ſmall-wares and een, 5 
of Pedlars and Pilferers ? 

Merc. aſide. How the Gipſie deſpiſes me? 

Phe. I had rather you were Plutus the God of mo- 
ney » or Jupiter in a golden ſhower ; There was a God 
for us Women! he had the art of making love. Doſt 
thou think that Kings .. or Gods either, get Miſtreſſes 
by their good faces? No, tis the Gold and the preſents 
they can make : there's the prerogative WN have over 
their fair Subjects. 


Merc. All this notwithſtanding I muſt tell you, pret- 


ty Phædra, I am deſperately in love with you. _. 
Phad. And I muſt tell thee, ugly Sofia... thou haſt not 
wherewithal to be in love. _ | 
Merc. Ves, a poor Man may be in love! hope 7 


Thad. I grant a poor Rogue may be in love, but he 


can never make love. Alas Seſia, thou halt neither face 
| WS 3 8 ta 
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1 e me, nor youth to pleaſe me, nor Gold to bribe 
: And beſides all this, thou haſt a Wies IV 
milcrable Soſia; What? ho, Bromia! _ 

Merc. O thou mercileſs creature, why doſt thou con- 


jure up that ſpright of a Wife? 
©" Phad. To rid my ſelf of that Devil of a poor 8 


Since you are ſo lovingly diſpos d, VI) put you together , 


to exerciſe your fury upon your own wedlock; What 
Bromia ! I ſay make haſte ; here's a veſſel of your's , full 
freighted , that's going off without paying duties. 

Merc. Since thou wilt not let me ſteal. ouſtom, She 
ſhall have all the cargo I have gotten in the Wars: But 

thou mighteſt have lent me a little creek to ſmuggle in. 
had. Why, what have you gotten, good Gentle- 
man Souldier, beſides a legion of . (knaps her fingers. 

Merc. When the Enemy was routed, 1 had the plun- 

dering ofa Tent. 

Phed. That's to ſay, a houſe of canvas, with moves. 
bles of ſtravy: make haſte Bromia — 

Aerc. But it was the General's own Tent. 

Phd. You durſt not fight m certain; and therefore 
came laſt in, when the fich plunder was gone before 
hand - Will you come, Bromia. 

Merc. Prithce do not call ſo loud—4 great goblet that 

holds a gallon. 
Pyhad. Of what was that goblet made ? Anſwer quick 
ly, for [ am juſt calling very loud Bro —- 

Merc. Of beaten Gold. | Naw call aloud if thou doſt 

not like the metal, NS 

Phed: Bromia (very ſoftly 

Merc. That ftruts in this Sion: with his arms a kim- 

bo, like a City Magiſtrate : And a great bouncing bel- 
ly ,' like an Hoſteſs with child of a kilderkin of wine. 
Now what fay you to that preſent, Phadra?  » 
Phag. Why 1 am conſidering» e 
Merc. What Iprithee? = 
Pfad. Why, how to divide the buſitiefs e ty ; * 
take the gift, and refuſe the giver, thou art ſo damna- 
bly ugly _ ſo old. bh More. 


FT * J 5 * ; 7 OF l * * 
# F.. 
«Aq * 


Mert. afole. 1 Now de belt taks cog ed for con. 


fining me to this ungodly ſhepe to- day! ' 


But Gripzes is as old and as ugly to. . Fly 
Phed. But Gripus is a perſon of . * my La- 

dy's Uncle ,/and if he marries me I ſhall take place of my 

Lady. © Hark: , your Wife! ſhe has ſent her tongue 


before her. I hear the thunderclap airendys There: a 
ſtorm approaching. 9 


Merc. Tes, ot thy pred! Ithank tins ob It 0 T 
how I ſhou'd hate thee now, if I cou'd leave loving thee! 


phad. Not a word of the dear Golden e 0. you | 
hope for you know what,” Sosa. | 
Merc. You give me hope then - 


Phæd. Not abſolutely hope neither: But Cola i is a 


great cordial, in love matters; aud the more you apply 
of it, the better ¶ Aſide.) I am honeſt , that's certainʒ 


but when I weigh my honeſty againſt the goblet, I am 


not N reſolv d on which ſide the ſcale weill turn. 


Exit Plizdra?' 
adi | Aldi. Farewel rel.. ; — wy. : 


Wife ; and tell her | 


Eurer d "FS 
- 


Brom. Tell her, what Traytor? that on are going | 


away without ſeeing her? 
- „ re. Thie Lam doing my duty , and following wy 

alters x 2% 

Brom, Ch —ſo briek toe ' your Maſter did u duty 
to my Lady before he parted: He'cou'd leave his Army 
in the lurch, and come galloping home at mid. night, 
to have a lick at the honey. pot; and ſteal to bed as quiet- 


ly as any mouſe , I Warrant eka My Maſter knew 
u 


what belong d to a married life; but you, Sirrah Tou 
trenchercarrying Raſcal, you worſe than dung · hil Cock. 
that ſtood" clapping your wings and crowing without 
doors ,when you ſhou*d have been at rooſt, you Villain 


Uere, Hold your peace Dame Partlet . and are e | 
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Lang My Mater chag' me to ſtand Gentry with- 


cut doors. 


Brom. My Maſter! Ire Grew thou bellt him ; 


My Maſter's more a Gentleman, than to lay ſuch an un- 
reaſonable command upon a 


compariſon between my Maſter and thee, thou ſneaksby. 

Merc. No more than there is betwixt my Lady and you, 
Bromia. You and 1 have had our time in a civil way, 
Spouſe, and much good love has been betwixt us; But 


we havebeen married fifteen years, I take it: and that 


hoity toity buſineſs, ought in confeience to be over. 


Brem Marry come up, my ſaucy Companion! I am 


neither old. nor ugly enough to have that ſaid to me. 
Mere. But will you hear reaſon, Browia ? My Lord 

and my Lady are yet in a manner Pride and Bridegroom; 

they are in honey moon ſtill. Do but think in decency 


what a jeſt it wou d be to the family. to fee two venera- 


ble old married people, lying ſnug in a bed together, 
and ſighing out fine tender things to one another 
Brom. How now, Traytor, dar'ſt thou maintain that 
I am paſt the age of having fine things {aid to me ? 
| Merc. Notio, my dear: but certainly lam paſt the 
age of ſaying em. 


Brom. Thoudeſervſt not to be yok'd wh a Woman 


of honour, as Iam, thou perjur'd villain. 

Merc. Ay, you are too much a Woman of Pha 
to my ſorrow: Many a poor Husband wou'd be glad to 
compound for leſs honour in his Wife, and more quiet. 


Prethee be hut honeſt and continent in thy tongue, and 


* thy worſt with every thing elſe about thee. 
Brom. I hou wou dſt have me a Woman of the Town, 
wou'dſt thou! to be always ſpeaking my Husband fair, 


to make him digeſt his cuckoldom more eaſily: wou dſt 


thou be a Wittol, with a vengeance to thee? I am reſolv d 


ll ſcour thy hide, for that word, (Hol ds up her Ladle at him 


Mer. Thon * not like Mo Lord and Bache , 
en 2 


1 " * S oy oy aw — 8 
— * 7 
5 0 om. 
at 


poor diſtreſſed marry'd_ 
couple, and after ſuch an * de too. No, there's no 


=_ 
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Brow. Since thou wilt none of the meat, tis but jul- 


I ce to give thee the baſtings of the ladle. 


% 


222,» [Shecourſes him about. 
Mercury r»ymming about. aſide. ' Was ever poor Deity 
ſo henpeck'd as lam] Nay, then tis time to charm her 

aſleep with my enchanted rod before l am diſgrac'd or 
raviſhid - | | 
I Plucks out his Caductus and ſtrikes her upon the 
rr 
Brom. What, art thou rebelling againſt thy anointed 
Wife? I'll make thee how now What, has the Rogue 
betwitch'd me ! I grow dull and ſtupid on the ſud- 
den -I can neither ſtir hand nor foot l am juſt like him; 
I have loſt the uſe of all my members | yawning ]— 
I can't ſo much as wag my tongue neither, and thats 
the laſt live · ing part about a · Woman (falls dos 


LE Mercury alone. 


Lord what have I ſuffer d, for being but a counterfeit 
married Man one day! Ifever I come to this houſe, as a 
Husband again- · then and yet that then, was a Tye. 
too For While I am in love with this young Gipfie 
P-adra , I muſt return - But lie thou there, thou type 
of uno; thou that want'ſt nothing of her tongue, but 
the immortality, It Jupiter ever let thee ſet foot in Hea- 
ven, Juno will have a ratling ſecond of thee; and there 
will never be a fair day in Heaven or Earth after it. 

For two ſuch tongues, will break the poles aſunder; 

And, hourly ſcolding, make perpetual thunder. 
Ps EC A, 


Sh +» 5 8 
Fe 8 9 „ 


142 3 {44.50 W 
y ; 
>. — 
* a 
4 0 
7 185 2 
J 19 £ 
T 
4 


T3 5 25 


4 1 M Kron 


* 23% 
* e 
a% * * 


ny E befor 7 / Amphicryon' 5 Palace 


3 


| Amphitron and Sofa. 
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Tow, Sieh ene; me into the Houſe , hd 
"ſhalt be convinc'd at thy own coft, Villain! What 


horrible lyes haſt thou told me! Such improbabilities , | 


ſack ſtuff, ſuch nonſence that the Monſter with two 
long horns, that frighted the great King; and the De- 
vil at the Stone · cutter's, are truths to theſe! 

 Sof. Lam but a Slate, and you are Maſter; and a poor 
Man i is always to lye, when a rich Man is pleas'd to con- 
tradict him; but as ſure as this is our Houſe— 

Amp. So ſure tis thy place of execution. Thou art 
not made for lying neither. 

Sof. That's certain; for all my Neighbours: fay I have 
an honeſt face: or elſe moo) wou 'd never call me Cuc- 

kold, ac they do. 


' Amph,1 mean thou haſt not wit enough to make a lye, 


that will hang together: thou haſt ſer up a trade, that 
thou haſt not ſtock enough to was oh O that! had but 
a Crab-· tree Cudgel for thy fake! 
Soſ. How; a Cudgel, ſaid you! the Devil take u- 
iter tor inventing that hard. hearted , mercileſs » knob- 
y wood. 
Ampb. The bitterneſs is yet to come; thou haſt had 
but a half doſe of it. 


© of. Tas never good at allowing phyſick”; and 
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my ſtomach wambles at the very thought of it; but if 
I muſt have a ſecond beating in conſcience let me ſtrip 
firſt, that I may ſhow you the black and blue ſtreaks - 
upon my ſides and ſhoulders. I am ſure I ſuffer d n 
in your ſervice. 1 
Amph. To what uae wou. f thou ſhow them? 
Soſ. Why to the purpoſe that you may not ſtrike me 


upon the ſore places; and that as he beat me laſt-night 
| croſs ways , ſo you wou'd pleaſe to beat me long ways, 


to make clean work on't, that at leaſt my Skin may leck. 
like checquer- work. 

Amph This requeſt is too e to 5 refus'd 3 
but that all things may be done in order, tell me over; 
again the ſame ſtory, with all the circumſtances of thy 
Commiſſion: that a blow may follow in due form for 
every lye. To repetition, Rogue, to repetition. 
Soſ. No, it ſhall be alla lye if you pleaſe; and Lil eat 
= _— to fave my ſhoulders. - 

. Ay, Sirrab, now you find you are to be 4 
Wars but tis too late: to e , Rogues to. 
repetition. 

Soſ. With all my heart, to any repetition but the 
Cudgel. But, wou'd you be pleas d to anſwer me one 


civil queſtion ? Am I to uſe complaiſance to you as to a 


great Perſon , that will have all things ſaid your own 
way; or am I to tell you the naked truth alone, with. 
out the ceremony of a farther beating? 
Amph. Nothing but the truth, and the whole truth 
ſo help thee Cudgel | 
| Sof That's adamn'd concluſion ab a Sentence: but 
ſince it muſt be ſo Back and Sides at your own peri- 
1 ſet out from the Port in an unlucky hour: the dusky 
canopy of night inveloping the Hemiſphere - E 

Awmph. Strikes him. em for Fuſtian o 
proceed. 

Sof. I ſtand ae In lain oo then, 1 went. 
darkling, and whiſtling, to wa my ſelf from being 
Ws ES, curſes — teeth, ſor baiog 
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ent at ſuch an unnatural time of night. 


Amp. How, Sirrah, curfing and bacariag avainſt 


Lord and Maſter! take (Going to ſtrike. 


© Sf. Fold, Sir pray conſider if this be not unreaſo- 


nable ; to ſtrike me for telling the whole truth, when 
vou commanded me: L Il fall into my old dog · trot of 
1 ying again, if this muſt come of plain dealing. 

Amp. To avoid impertinences, make an end of your 
journey, and come to the houſe: Ou found you there 
4 God's · name? | 

Sof. 1 came thither in no God's name at all; butin 
the Devil's name. Ifeund before the door 2 ſwinging 
Fellow, with all my ſhapes and —— and -accous 
tred alſo in my habit. . 1 

i mph Who was that Fellowy? 
Soſ. Who ſhou'd it be, but another Sole 41 a certain 


Kind of other me, who knew all my unfortunate Com - 


miſſion, preciſely to a word, as well as I Soſia; as being 
ſent by your ſelf from the Port, e the lame errand t to 
Alcmena. 

Amp. What groſs abſardities are theſe? 

Soſ. O Lord, O Lord, what abſurdities! as plain as ” 
any pikeſtaff, Thatother Me, had polted himſelf there 
before me, me. Tou won't pive a Man leave to ſpeak 
Poetically now ; orelle i wou'd ſay, That 1 wasarriv'd 
at the door, before I came thither. 

Amp. This muſt either be a Dream , or dratkeanall 
or madneſs in thee: Leave your buffooning and ling a 
1 am not in humour to bearit, Sirrah. 


Soſ. I wou'd you ſhou'd know I ſcorn a we: and am 


a Man of Honour in every thing, bur juſt fighting. 1 
tell you once again in plain ſincerity, and ſimplicity of 
heart, that before laſt night I never took my ſelf but for 
one ſingle individual Soſia; but coming to our door, I 
found my ſelf I know not how divided, and as it were 

ſphrt into two Soſia s. 
Amph Leave butſopning: 1 Fs you wou'd make mo 
langh, » but 7 play the n 8 1 
69; 
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Sof. That may be: but if I am, a Fool, mne _ 
1 only Fool i in this company. x. 41155 
inſt Amp. How now , Jmpudence} I 1 18 
rike. So/. Be not in wrath, Sir: I meant not you: 1 cannot 
a(0- © poſſibly be the only Fool ; for if! am one Fool, I muſt 
hen certainly be two Fools; ne As, Mts you's, Lam 
of double. 

Amph. That one ſhou'd be two; ; is is very probable . 5 
our | Soſ. Have not you ſeen a Six- pence ſplit into two 
ere halves, by ſome ingenious School - boy; which bore on 

either fidethe impreſſion of the Monarch's face: now as 
t in ¶ thoſe moieties were two e and yet in effect 
ing but one Sixpence.--- _ 
aus Amph. No more of your villanous Tropes and ri 

gures. 

l Seſ. Nay if an Orator muſt be dre of his Simili- 
ain ¶ tudes--- 
m- Amp. A Man had need of patience, to 2 this 
ing gibberiſh : be brief, and come to a concluſion. 
ito i Sof, What wou d you have, Sir? Icame thither, but 

the t other I was there before me: for that there was two 
I's, is as certain, as that I have two eyes in this head of 
mine. This I, that am here, was weary: the t'other 1 
was freſh : this Iwas peaceable, and t other 1 was a hee. | 
toring Bully I. 

Amp. And thou expel owe 9 FO ig 

Se No, lam not ſo unreaſonable: for. 1 7 ne- 
ver have believ d it my ſelf, if I had not been well bea- 
ten into it: But a Cudgel you know is a convincing ar- 
gument in a bra ny fiſt. What ſhall I fay, but that I 
am was compell d at laſt to acknowledge my ſelf! I found 
, I IF that he was very I. without fraud, cozen, or; deceit. 
r of Beſides, I view d my ſelf, as in a mirror, from head 
for to foot: He Was handſome, ot a noble preſence, a | 
Pat charming, air, looſe and free in all his motions. And I 
ere ſaw he was ſo much I, that I ſhou'd have reaſon to be 

5 better ſatisfied with my own, Perſons. it his bands bad 
mo not been a little of the beavietlso-: ids ein 


4 CA 1 17 7 HT ＋ R ro, N. ; 
bw £17 Amph. Once again to a concluſion”: yr you af d 88 
3 by him, and entred into the houſe.” : 
Tn Sof I am a Friend to truth; and ay uo duch ching Tru 
1 He defended the door, and 1 could not enter k * Aue 
+89 116 Ah. How, not enter! | 2 
1 So. Why, how SAT evter, dates I were's Sprigh But 
1 to glide by Hh and ſhoot my ſelf erp locks and 5 
1 boles „and two. inch boards? 2. 
„ © Ampb. O Coward! didſt thou not attempt to paſs? We 
7 Sc. Yes, and was repuls'd and beaten for my pou 5 
1 8 Who beat thee ? * 7 
5 1 0 beat me. eee eee 
FI Pidg tien best thy ſelf : BY 
3 147 I don't mean l re but the abſenr me Y * 
1 ME here preſent. _ [. ſeaſe. 1 
5 Ampb. There's no end of this intricate piece ot non- 15 
We = 'Tis only nonſenſe becauſe I ſpeak. it, who am 
4 fellow'; but it wou'd be ſenſe, add ſubſtantial i ” 
. Tele, if a great Man ſaid it, that was baek'd with a Ti- Af 
_ tle, and the Eloquence of ten thouſand Pounds a year, as 
Amp. No more; but let us enter: Held, my Alc. Har 
mena is coming out, and has prevented mie! How ſtrange. MW = 


1 y will ſhe be ſurpriz d to ſee me here, ſo away mos per 
Enter Alcmena 4nd Phædrra. Has 

Alc to Phadra. Make haſte after me to the Temple of 
that we may thank the Gods for this glorious ſucceſs, per 
which Amphitryon has had againſt the Rebels. % 6 A 
Oh Heavens! © ¶ Seins him. Yo; 

5 1 1 Thoſe Heay' ns , and all their bien iahabirants, 
oo Saluting her. Yo 


: Grant; that the Avent yowinler of hy pains . Or 
May ſtill be kind, as on our nuptial bie ut 
Alc. So ſoon return'd ! ¶Sseping banth. An 


Amp. So ſoonreturn'd! Is this my welcome home! For 
80 ſoon return d, fays, I am come umwilfrd Fe gs 
This is no language of deſiring Loves : 8 | 
Love reckons hours for W and ys for y 8 0 7 
And every little 887 is an Age. 
: r : | 5 4. 


Ale. What fiysmy e Ys miles ft and 


245250 We 8 . 


Amp. No, my Alemena, no ain 5 
True Love by its impatience meaſures time, - Wes 
And the dear object never comes too Joon. 

Alc. Nor ever came you G, „ nor ever ſhall: 
But you, your ſelf are changed d from what you "ie, 
Pall; in deltres, and ſurfeited of blifss. 
Not ſo I met you at your laſt return; . 
When, yeſternight, I flew into. your ums. 1 


352 —— 
# 


ES 
3&1 4: 


And melted in your warm e 3 e : 


Amp. How's this? 
Ale. Did not my Soulev'n 1 Tparkle: at my goes , 
And ſhoot it ſelf into your much loy'd boſom ? EE 4 3 


Did I not tremble with exceſs of joy? ach * * 


Nay agonize with pleaſure at your fi icht, 9 1 © Rh 
With ſuch inimitable proofs of pa allion, "<a EE 
As no falſe Love coud feign! e 0 | 5 3 ee g 


Amp. What's this you tell me: 5 70 be 7 | : 
Ale. Far ſhort of truth, by Heav "Ra A en 
And you teturn'd thoſe proofs with We ee e 


And left me with a figh , at break of day. 


Have you forgot! * | _ 2 1 5 ih 
Amp, Or have you dream't, Alena? F HL Mia oe: 


Perhaps ſome kind revealing AR 


Has vhiſper d in your ſleep; the pleaſing news 


Of my return; 4d you betlev's F => 


Perhaps too, in your dream. you us d me kindly] yt 

And my preventing Image, ; Teap" d the} Joys N 

You meant awake to me. | EY 
Alc. Some melancholy vapour, ſure has ſir 4 

Your brain, Amphitryon , and diſturb d your ne; 

Or yeſternight is not ſo long a time, 

But you might yet remember; and not force 


F er ES 
bk 145: bt * 'H 


An honeſt bluſhinto my glowtng cheeks, 13 * og 


For that which lawful Marriage makes no crime. 
mp. I thank you for my melancholy vapour. 
Alc. Tis but a juſt requital for my dream. 


Phadrg. find my Maſter _ doo . of 25 crea- 
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ure laſt night, and now is angling for a quairel, that no 
more may expected from him do nig 5 "Vn, he” has 
no aſſets. £ "{ Aſode. 
"23 In the meantime Ar ph. Hud Aon, walk  themſuives 

and fromm at each other as they meer, | 

Amph. Vou dare not use it tomy face. „ 

Ac. Not, what? „ 

Amp. That return d before this 10 . 70 EEE 

Ale. Vou dare not, ſure, deny you camel a night, 
And ſtaid till break of day? 3 
Amph. O Impudence hy, Sofs, "fps 4 #2 

Soſ. Nay, I fay nothing; for all things here, may go 
by enchantment, as they did with me, for 2 5 I know. 

Alc. Speak Phaarga'; was he were? 

Phadra, Youknow., Madam, Iam but a Fo Es 
Maid; and by my place, Tam to forget all that was done 
over-night in love-matters,--- Unleſs my Maſter Pleaſe to 
rub up my memory with another Diamond. 

Amph. Now in the name of all the Gods, Alemena, | 
A littlerecolle& your ſcatter d thoughts, 5 5 oy 
And weigh what you have ſaid. + 9 8 

Alc. Iweigb'd it well, Amphitryon, ere l ſpoke: {7 
And ſhe, and Bromia , all the Slaves, and Servants , .. 
Can witneſs they beheld you, when you came. 
If other proof were wanting, tell me how 725 
I came to know your Fight ». your Victory. „ 
The death of Prerelas, in ſingle combat? 

And farther , from whoſe hands I had a Jews 
The ſpoils of him jouſlew. _ 

Amph. This is amazing! 
Have I already given you thoſe Diamonds gee 
The preſent Ireſery'd? _ 

Alc. Tis an odd queſtion: . , 

You ſee I wear em; look. „„ 

Amp. Now anſwer, Sofia NE 

Sof. Ves, now | can anſwer with a Gife Conſcience, 
as to that point; all the reſt may be Art magick , but as for 
; the Diamonds, * are, under ſaſe RNs _ 


” n 


ww 


ence, 
as for 


Als 


= Then 1 are ben open. arm? 1 bn 5 
80/. Flints, or eee or ſome luch trompery 16 


enchanted ſtone. 

phæd They ſay the proof of] 2 true ane is to Ms 
ter in the dark: I think my Maſter had beſt take my La- 
dy into ſame: by. corner. and oy” Whole diamond i 
ſparkle beſt. 

Sof Yet now! think © ont, Madam ; did not a  Cer- 
tain friend of mine preſent em to you ? | 

Alem What friend? e e 

Soſ. Why another Soſia; one that made himſelf Soſta 
in my deſpight, and alſo unſociated me. 

Amph. Sirrah, leave your nauſeous nonſenſe: Break 
open the ſeal, aud take out the diamonds. 

Soſ. More words than one to a bargain , Sir l thank 
you: That's no part of prudence for me to commit bur= 
glary upon the ſeals: Do you look firſt upon the lignet , 
and tell me in your conſcience, whether the ſeals be not 
as firm as When you clapt the wax upon them. 

Amph. The ſignature is firm, 4 Looking. 

Soſ. Then take the ſignature into your own cuſtody z 
and open it; for I will _ nothing done at my proper 
peril. | ( ( Giving him the casket. 

Amph. [ Breaking ** the ſeal.) O hes? ns! Here's 
nothing but an empty ſpace; the neſt where _ were 
laid. 

of. Then if the birds are flown, the fault's not mine; ; 
here has been fine conjuring work; or elle the Jewel , 
knowing to whom it ſhou*d be given, took occaſion to 
ſteal out, by a natural inſtinct , and hence ir . * 
that pretty arm. | 

Amph. Can this be poſſble! rkg 26 


Soſ. Ves, very poſſible: You, my Ltd: webs | 


tryon, may have brought forth another you my Lord 
Amphitryon, as well as I Soſia have brought forth another 


me doſia, and our diamonds may have procreated _ 


diamonds; and ſo we are all three double. 
Phad, Ifthis be true, 1 hope my goblet has gig d 
D 
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: | And what did 12 


5 another golden Goblet: and Sha they x may 1 


2 upon all four. ( Aſide. 
. My Lord, 1 have ſtood flent out of wonder 
ik you cou'd wonder at. 
 Amph. A chilling ſweat , a damp af jealouſie, 
Hangs on my brows, and clams upon my limbs. | 


I fear; and yet I muſt be ſatisfied : 
And, tobe ſatisfy'd, I muſt diſſemble. r Aſide. 


Ale. Why muſe you ſo, and murmur to your 1elt ? 


If ee repent your bounty, take it bacx 


Nat ſo: But if you pleaſe, rents what paſt, 


| Fife our laſt enterview. 


myo That queſtion wou'd infer yon were not berg 
I ſay not ſo; 
Loa, wou 'd refreſhmy memory; 
And have my reaſons to deſire the ſtory. 

Phed. So: This is as good ſport for me as an examina- 
tion of a great belly before a Magiſtrate. 

Alem. The ſtory is not long: You know I met you, 
Kiſs d you, and preſt you cloſe within my arm, 
With all the tenderneſs of wifely love. 

mph. 1 cou'd have ſpar d that kindneſs. . Aſide. 
To Her. 
Alem, You ſtrain d me with a maſculine embraces. 1 


As you wou'd ſqueeze my Soul out. 


Amph. Did | ſo? | 
Alem. You did. 
Amyb: Confound thoſe arms chat were ſo kind 


(Aſid. 


Proceed, proceed ; | 1 ( To her. 


Alem. You wou'd not ſtay to ſup; but, much com- 
plaining of your drowſineſs, and want of natural reſt 
| Amph. diate haſte to- bed: Ha Was t not ſo 00 on 


( Aſie 
And tab me with each Hllable thou ſpeak'lt.. 10 
Pz)had. So, now tis coming, now tis — 
Alem 1 have no more to ſay. 
* Why, went we notte bea ? wi 
Alen. 


— | 


ou? 


fade. 


1der- 


fade. 
elf? 


paſt, 


here. 


nina 
ou; 
ſide. 


) Her. 
S 


4 
72 de. 


= 


eſt 
on 


Aſid. 


ll 


4: M * . 7 * R 1 0 g 
Alem. Why not? = r al if 
Is it a crime foe Husband — for vi. IC 
To go to- bed „ M7 ard F mn 1 
Ampb. Perfidious Woman! odor 
Alem. Ungrateful Man ! 
Amph. She juſtifies it too 
Alem. I need not juſtiſie: Of what am I DIP? 
Amph. Of all that prodigality of kindneſs , 
Giv'n to another, and uſurp'd fromme. 
So bleſs me Heav'n, if 3 my firſt departure, 
lever ſet my foot upon this threſhold : 
So am l innocent ot all thoſe joys , + 
And dry of thoſe embraces. 
Alem. Then I, it ſeems, am falſe? 
Amph. As ſurely falfe, as what thou ay is 1 
Alem I have betray'd my Honour, and my Loret, 
And am a foul Adultreſs ? 
_ Amph. What thou art, 
Thou ſtand'ſt condemn d to be, by thy relation.” 5 
Alc. Go, thou unworthy Man » forevergo: 
No more my Husband; go thou baſe Impoſtour, 
Who tak'ſt a vile pretence to taint my fame; a2 
And, not content to leave, would ſt ruin me. 
Enjoy thy wilh'd divorce: Iwill not plead. q 
My innocence of this pretended crime: 
Ineed not; ſpit thy venom; do thy — | 
But know ,. the more thou wou dſt ex poſe my rertue 8 
Like pureſt linen laid in open aĩr, 
'T will bleach the more, and whiten to the Fang ET, 
Amph, Tis well thou art prepar'd for thy divorce: 
For, know thou too, that after this affront, 
This toul indignity, done to my honour, 
Divorcement is but petty reparation. _ 
But, fincethou haſt, with impudence afirm'd 
My falſe return , and brib'd my Slaves to vouch it, 
The truth ſhall, in the face of Thebes be clear d: 
Thy Uncle, the companion of my voyage, 
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Who were e and came with me to tun 7 
Nor parted, till Freach'd this curſed door : c RE 
So ſhall this viſion of my late return, n 
Stand a detected lye; and woe to thoſe 
Who thus betray'd my honour,” | 
So/. Sir, ſhall I wait onyou ? 
Amph. No, „I will go: alone: .es me bete. 
de Il Exit Amphitry on. 
i Phed. Pleaſe dene chat nb (To Klemens 
Alc. Oh! Nothing now can pleaſe me: 
Darkneſs , and ſolitude, and ſighs, and tears, 
And all th inſeparable train of grief, 8 
* my ſteps for ever (Exit Vene 
What if I ſhou'd lye now, and ſay we have been 


: teh fore 7 Inever _ ny good that came of telling 


(Aſidi. 

Ma He ging no more advances to me: 1 begin 1 
little to TIE, that my gold goblet will prove but 
copper. (A ſid. 
Sof. Ves, tis brd, Iwill lye abominably , againſt 
the light of my own conſcience. For ſuppoſe the rother 
Soſia has been here: Perhaps that ſtrong dog has not on- 
ly beaten me, but alſo has been predominant upon my 
Wife, and moſt carnally miſus' d her! Now, by asking 
certain queſtions of her, with a ſide . wind. I may come 
to underſtand how nee: B90, and whether my nuptia 
bed be violated, - © (fit 
Phd. Moſt certainly he bas learn'd impudence of his 
Maſter ; and will deny his being here: But that ſhall 
not ſerve his turn, to cheat me of m y preſent ! — 0 uy at 


Why Soſia! What in a brown ſtudy ? 


Sof. A little cegitabund, or ſo; concerning this dil 
mal revolution in our family. 
_ Phad. But that ſhou'd not make ou neglect your 
duty to me, your Miſtreſs. 

Sof.. Pretty ſoul ; I wou'd thou wert: Upon condi. 
tion that old Bromia were ſix foot under ground. 

5 What! Is all pony oa 1 dwind! 


into 


8 


A HAT R TON 33 


W 1 


into a Nn wiſh ? You may em 
did not bid you abſolutely deſpair. 

Seſ. No; forall things may yet be „ 5n 
an amicable manuer, betwixt my Maſter and my Lady. 

Phedra. I mean, * due e dae enee wag 
me — | 

Soſ. why, 1 hope we two never quarrel d 7 iT 

had. Muſt I remember you ofa certain Promile that 
you made me at our laſt parting? _ 

Soſ. Oh, when I went to the Army; ; That, 1 ſhou'd 
ſtill be praiſing thy beauty to Judge Grips, eee up 
lis affections to thee. 5 "EE 

Ehad, No, I mean pee betwint von and, "5 


| ub aing ,»-That you promis'd me 


That! promis'd thee] find it now: That . 
* 5 my Brother Sia, has been here before me, and 
made love to her. | Aſide. 
Phad. Vou are -onlidering,. whether o or no you ſhould 
keep your promile—— 
So/./That 1 ſhou'd keep my promiſe —The reathe on't | 
is, ſhe's anothergheſs morſel than old Bromia. 0 Aſo de. 
bed. And I had rather you ſhou'd break it, in a 
manner, and, as it were, and in ſome ſenſe —. 
Sof. bon manner, and as it were, and in ſome ſenſe 
thou ſay'it?—I find, the ſtrong Dog has ouly tickl'd up 


her imagination , and not enjoy d her: So that with; 


my own limbs, 1 may perform the ſweetneſs of his 
function with her. (Aſide.) No, ſweet Creature {7 7 
the promiſe ſhall not be broken but what l have under- 
taken, I will perform like a Man of honour. . (Ib her. 

Phed Then, you remember the preliminaries« of the, 
preſenz FC 5 

of. Ves yes, in 9 do remember forething g 

but this diſturbance ot the family, has ſomewhat. ſtupi- 
ty'd my memory: Some pretty kickſhaw, 1 warrant. 
thee; {ome acceptable toy, of ſmall value. 

Fhed, You may call a Gold goblet. , a ke But . po 
greater value upon A 1 
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3 — 


| been. 


Se. A Gold goblet, fat Thou! Yes, now I think 
on't, it was a kind of a Gold goblet ; ; ke! apntene Þ after 
mung 

{ Phad.' No, no; Thad Fiber make ſure of one bribd 
Veforetiabd”; than be promis d ten gratuities. © 

Sof. Yes, now I remember, it was, in "ER ſenſe, 
a a Gold goblet, by way of earneſt ; ; bak it contain rr 

Pha. One large 

Sof. How, ono large 

Phad- Gallon: © FP 

Sof. Nos that was une too 1986 in con- 
ſcience : It was not a whole gallon ; but it may con- 
Ain, reafonably ſpeaking, one large —thimble full; 
But gallons aud thimble-fulls are ſo like, that in 63 
| king, I might eafily miſtake them. 

Phe. Wir come to this? Out Traytorf © © 
S/. I had been a Traytor indeed, to have N 8 
thee to the ſwallowing of a gallon but a thimble full of 
cordial- water, is eaſily ſipt off: And then, this ſame 
goblet is ſo very light too, chat it will be no burthen, to 
_— it about with thee, in thy pocket. 


Phat: * Apoſtate to thy love! Opeyur'd Villain 1 


N OY 


Ener Bromia, 


What , are 


own : 1 was giving him a rattle for his treacheries to you 


| His Love: You ſee I can be a friend, upon occaſion. 


Brom. Ay, chicken I never doubted of thy Kind- 
neſs: But, for this ents This Rebel, "EA 
miſcreant 
So. A kind welcome „ to an abſent Lover,” as 1 als 


Brom. Ay,” and a kid: greeting you gave me, at 
your return; when you us d ine lo barbarouſly „this 
mornin 0 

S/ The rother Soff, A has been Wich her too: and has 
ns'd her n. Ba barouſly, that is to fay un- 
civilly; ; 


* 


you here, Shins? I was telling him his 


bf, 0 


7 5s 


eivilly 3 And uncivilly , I am afraid that means, too 
civilly.  ( Afide, 
Phed. You had beſt deny you were here this mor- 
ning! And by the ſame token _ 
Sof Nay, no more tokens, for Heaven's ſake, dear 
7edra. Now mult I ponder with my ſelf a little, he- 


ther it be better for me to have been here, or not to 


have been here, this morning. 1,0 ae. 
Enter a Servant. 


Serv. Fe My Lord's without; ; and All noten- 


ter till he has firſt ſpoken with you. (Exit Servant. 


Phe d. Oh that I could ſtay to ** worry thee for this 
ahne ( To him in private: 
hut the beſt on't is, 1 leave thee in good hands. Fare - 
wel Thimble. To him, Bromia. (Exit Phædra. 

Brom. No; you did not beat me, and put me into a 
ſwound , & deprive me of the natural uſe of my tongue 
for a Jong half-hour; You did not beat me down, 
with your little wand: But I ſhall reach you to uſe your 
rod another time—l ſhall, 

Seſ. Put her into aſwound, with my little wand, and 
ſo forth: That's more than ever I cou'd do. Theſe are 
terrible circumſtances that ſome Sofia or another, has 
been here. Nowy, if he has litterally beaten her, gram- 
mercy Brother Soſia; he has but done what I wou'd have 
done, if I had durit: But I am afraid it was only a damn'd 
love-figure; and that the wand that lay'd her aſleep, 


might fignifie the Peace-maker, (Aſide. 


Brom, Now you are ſnuffling upon a cold ſcent, for 
ſome pitiful excuſe: I know you. Twenty to one, but 
you will plead a drunkennels : Lou are us d to be 5 
raliant, 

Sof. I was pumping, and I thank her, ſhe has inven= 
ted for me. Yes Bromia, I muſt confeſs I was exalted ; 
and poſſi bl: fs I might 8 upon thee 3 or es” » 

dt 


Urte r more 7 veith Fn erin; by i way off Br: 
kindneſs , than if 1 had been ſober; but prithee intorm after 
me what 1 did , that 1 may conſider what ſatisfaction I So 
am to make thee to-be 

Brom. Are you there, at your dog tricks! You wou B. 
be forgetting wou'd you? Like a drunken Bully thatW8iitt 
affronrs over-night , and when he is call'd to account 5. 
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; the next morning, remembers nothing of the quarrel; ſtain 
q and as ks pardon, to avoid fighting. 85 Bi 
3 So By Bacchus , I was overtaken but 1 ſhou'd be] 5. 
= loth that Ic:mmitted any tolly with thee, 3 
3 Brom, Iam ſure, I kept my ſelf awake all night that IW Ha! 
+ 3 did in expectation of your coming. [Crying 5 
. Soſ But what amends did | roake thee . when | that 
. came proc 
1 | | Brom. You know well enough, .to my ſorrow ; but U 
— that you play the Hypocrite. by : 
F: So, I warrant, I was monſtroys kind to thee em 
[| Brom. Yes, monſtrous kind indeed: You never aid aff me 


truer word : For, when I came to kils you, you pull the 
away your mouth, and tura d your cheek tome. too 
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ö Soſ. Good. bor 
We Brom. How, Good! Here” 8 fine impudence: He jus M2 
4 flifies !— | 
11 Sof. Yes, Ido jultivie? „chat I turn'd my cheek, like wh 
\F prudent perſon. that m y breath might not offend thee: rea 
1 For no I remember, I had eaten garlick. _ o 
1 rom. Ay, you remember and forget, juſt as it make! 
hy for you, or againſt you: But to mend the matter, you W. 
. never ſpoke one civil word to me: But ſtood like a ſtock, 

1 without ſenſe or motion. 93 
= JJ "1 af l m. 
5 Brom. After which, 1 lovingly invited you to take m. 
4 your place in your nuptial bed, as the Laws of Matti: t> 
1 mony oblige you : And you inhumaaly refus d me. ho 
wt  Sof. Ay, theie's the main point of the buſineſs! Art 
1 FT | thou morally certain, that! retus'd thee? Look me nov cc 
4 in the face, and id | did not commit matrimony with ar 


they ! From 
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ay gf Brom. l wonder haw thou canſt look me in the face, 
formBMafttcr that refuſal! 


tion I 50. Say it once again, chat I did notfelonioully come 
to-bed to thee ! 


vou'd Brom. No, thou cold Trator , thou know'lt thou 
that didſt not... 

counts Seof- Beit of all; *twas diſcreetl done of me 70 ab- 
arrel i ſtain. 


1 
. 


Brom. What, do you inſult up me too! . 
'd bel ./ No, I do not inſult upon you, hut - , 
Brom. But what; 3 How was it eee done then t 
„„ 1.1 
ig Sof. Becauſe it is the 8 opinion of ne 
hen Il that nothing but puling chitts, and e Fools, are 
ib procreated it in drunkenneſs. 
; but Prom, A received opinion, Snivel guts! I'll faded 
by all the marry'd Women of this Town, if any one of 


medling in our matters: If a Husband will berul'd by 
them, there are five weeks of abſtinence in Dog days 


em has receiv'd it. The Devil take the Phylicians,. for 


make Brom Yes t was very fair and . k to firike a 
you Woman down, and beat her moſt outragiouſſr. 
ſtoch / 1s it poſſible that | drubb d thee! 

; Brom. | find your drift, you wou's fain be psd 
Aſedi me to a ne trial now but, i faith, you ſhall bring 
o take me to no more handy-blows; | ſhall make bold to truſt 
Matti · t> my tongue hereafter; You never durſt have ofter'd to 
„ hold up a finger againſt me, till you went a trooping. 

s! Ar Sof. Then am a conqueror, and I laud my own 
c noy courage : This renown | have atchiev'd by Soldierſhip 
With and arg Know your duty, Spoule, hencefor . - 
Brom | Ds ' ward 


too; for fear a Child that was got in Auguſt, ſhou'd be 


born juſt nine. months after, and bo blear. ey d, like a 


May-Kitten. 

Sof. Let the Phyſicians alone; they are janet?” Mea: 
whaterer the world fays of em. But, for a certain 
reaſon, that l beſt know ,. am glad that matter ended 
ſo fairly and peaceably betwixt us. 
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19 ward to your ſupream Commander. . [ Strutting, 
5 | To. 
* ur Jupiter and Phædra, attended by Muſic cians and Cor 
1 ; _ Nr . | To 
i "Shad, inked I ard at your 8 return 8 
i Ju. Evn ſo Almighty Love will have it, Phadra; Let 
0 And the ſtern Goddeſs of {weet bitter cares, Naz 
441 Who bows our necks beneath her brazen yore...” lh 
i I wou'd have mann'd my heart, and held it out, kin 
30 But when I thought of what I had poſſeſt; Ene 
4 | Thoſe joys, that never end, but to begin, © Ih 
Y id O. Lam all on fre to wake my peace: not 
| 0 And die, Jove knows, as much as Ic can wie 5 N ſw. 
| 4 Till Lam reconcil'd. | | 7 « 
KF | | Phed, | fear *twill bein wil. 1 hs Wi 
i 1 S 8 Gb $1 = Ki: 
We. But nothing is impoſſible to Love: A Eo 8 
11 . To love like mine; forl have prov'd his force, "= WF be | 
1 And my Alcmena too has felr his dart. | 1 
76 If I ſubmit, there's hope. A 8 
iv '  Phad. Tis poſſible I may ſollicit for you. ma 


Jup. But wilt thou promiſe me to do thy beſt? bel 
Shad, Nay I promiſe 1 nie you begin to | 
promiſe firſ. - 'L Curt ing. 
Jup. 1 will not be ungrateful, Ne 
Phed. Well; Vil try to bring her to the window: WI 
You ſhall have a fair ſhot at her: If you can Bey her Be 


down , you are a good Marks-man. An 
Sup. That's all L ask: (A 
And Iwill fo reward thee, Gentle Phædra 
Fhed. What, with cats. guts and rofin ! This Sol. la; : | 
is but a lamentable, empty, ſound. Th 
. wp. Then there's 2 found will pleaſe thee better · = KY 


1 Throwing her a furſe. Al 
\Phad. Ay, there's biet ol melody in this ſound. 


I 1 8 dance all Lf to o the. mA chink ,  chink. 
5 : e {EX Feats; 


8 . | Jup, 


7 : Fr 


ting. 


5s And 


ra; 


And to ſupply his place. 


Fup. Go p „ Sofa a, root our bids: 
To Polydas, to Tramo , and to Grips 5 
Companions of our War; invite em all, 
To join their pray'rs to ſmooth Alemena 's brow ; 
And, with a ſoiemn Feaſt, to crown the day 
Se [ Taking Jupiter about the knees. ] 
Let me embrace you, Si- ( Jup puſhes him away. 
Nay, you muſt give me leavetoexpref my gratitude; 


[ have nor eaten, to ſay eating, nor drunk, to ſay drin- 
king, never ſince our villanous encamping 10 near the 
Enemy: Tis true, I icap'd the bloody- flux, becauſe 


I had ſo little in my bowels to come out; and I durſt let 


nothiog go, in conſcience, TOE I had SI to 


ſwallow in the room on't. | 

Jup. You, Bromin, ſee that all things be e 
With Fr magnificence, as if ſome God 3 
Were Gueſt, or Maſter here. 


Soſ. Or rather, as much, as if ewenty Good were 8 


be Gueſts, or Maſters here.” | 
From. That you may cat forto day, and to-morrow. 
Sof. Or rather again, forto-day and yeſterday, and as 


many months h a8 oh am "Redebeed tom y one 
belly, 


Jup. Away both of you: 
( Exenbs Sofia and Browis frowieby. 


Now L have pack'd him hence; thou, other Sofia, 


Who , tho' thou art not preſent » hear'ſt my voice, 
Be ready to attend me at wi call: 


(Enter Mercury fo Jupiter 
(A Een and nen appear above ) 


( Jupiter fung Alemens. 
Jup: See; he appears 
This is my bribe to — When nee 


This Gold, I made a greater God than Fove; 
And gave my own potent away. 
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Jupiter ſings to the Muſicians: Song and dance: Aſter 
which, Alcmena withdraws, frowning.- 


8 O N G, 


Elia, that I once was bleſs 2 
Is now the torment of my breaſt; © 
Since to cusſe me, you berea ve me 
Of che pleaſures I poſſeſt: 
Cruel creature, to deceive me' _ 5 
Firſt to love, and then toleave me! 


Had you the bliſs reſus'd to grant, ar Le; 
Ihen I had never knownthe want: 
But poſſeſing once the bleſſing , ert 2c A 


Is the cauſe of my complaint: 0 


Once poſſeſing is but taſtingß; 2 7 0 


Jis no bliſs that is not laſting. 


Celia now is mine no more 0 001 v0 ls 
Fut I am bers, and muſt adore: + NN | 


Nor to leave her will endeavour ; 


Charms, that captiva me before, 
No unkindnef. cau diſſev er 
Love that's true, is love for ever. 


- Merc. She's gone; and ſeem'd to frown at parting. 
Jup. Follow and thou ſhalt ſee her ſoon appeas'd: 


For I. who made her, know her inward tate : 


No Woman, once well pleas'd, can throughly hate. 
] gave 'em beauty, to ſubdue the ſtrong: 
A mighty empire, but it laſts not long: 


I gave em pride, tomake Mankind their Slave 3 


But, in exchange, to Men I flattery gave: 

Th' offending Lover, when he loweſt lies, 

Submits, to conquer, and but kneels, toriſe. 
= : 1 5 ACT, 


4 


- 


* 


Fl *5 


6, 


CT, 


Jupiter follhivleg Aae Mercury nd 
Phædra. ; 


JUPITER, 


O steyr my der Alena“; hear me peak, 
Alc. No, I wou' d fly thee, to the ridge of . 
Ang leap the precipice to ſcape thy fight. 
Jup. For pity 8 
Alc. Leave me, thou ungrateful Man. 
Fup. I cannot leave you: No; but like a ghoſt 
W hom your unkindneſs murder'd, will I haunt you. 
Ale. Once more, be gone: I'm odiousto my ſelf 


For having lov'd thee once. 


Fup. Hate not, thou beſt and faireſt of your lad: 
Nor can you hate your Lover though you wou'd: 
Your tears that fall ſo gently , are but grief: 

There may be anger; but there muſt be love. 
The Dove, that murmurs at her mate's neglect 
But counterfeitsa coyneſs, to be courted. 0 

Alc. Courtſhip from thee, and after ſuch affronis? 

up. Is this that ever laſting love you vowd o 
Laſt night when I was circled in your arms? 
Remember what you ſwore - 

Alem. Think what thou wert, and who cov'd ſwear 

too much ? 


Think what thou art, and that unſwears i it all. 


up. Can you forſake me, for ſo ſmall a fault? 
Tas but a jeſt, perhaps too far purſu'd: 


- 


Twwas but at moſt, a trial of your faith, 


„„ __ How 


. 61 4 M4 P t 1TR 7 0 N. 
* How you cou'd bear unkindneſs. i Ta 
3 *T was but to get a reconciling kiſ:: ide 
1 A wanton ſtratagem of love. | Wh 
1 |  Alem. See ho he doubles, like a hunted = "Þ Re 
* 4 i A jeſt, and then a trial, anda bait: . F 
TS #0 All ſtuff, anddaubing! - ol 5 
1 Fup. Think me jealous, then. Im 
1 Alam. O that I cou'd; for that's a noble crime; Let 
1 And which a Lover can with caſe, forgive: | : 
iT #4 *Tis the high pulſe of paſſion in a fever; 4 0 
1:5 A fickly.draught, but ſhewsa burning thirſt . , 5 
1 Thine was a ſurfeit, not a jealouſe: £ 
1 And in that loathing of a full gorg'd love, ltc 
1 Thou ſawꝰſt the nauſeous object, with diſdain. An 
187 Fuß. O think not that: for you are ever new: My 
. 
11 Your fruits of love, are like eternal ſpring > 
bw In happy climes, where {ome are in the bud, : 
4 | Some gr een, 3 ripenin ſome 7 while others fall. 2 3 
L Alem Ay , now you tell me this, 1 
bk When rous'd deſires, and freſh recruits of force, For 
4 Enable languiſh'd love to take the field; Rei 
| But never hope 1 to be receiv'd again: 4 
Lou wou d again deny you were receiy d; Snow; In: 
And brand my ſpotleſs fame. eo : 
Jup. | will not dare to juſtifie my crime. per 
But only point you where to lay the blame: 
Impute it to the Husband, not the Lover. > 
Alem How vainly wou'd the dophiſter divide, Ih 
And make the Husband and the Lover, two! _ I 
Jup. Ves, tis the Husband is the guilty wretch: Wh 
His inſolence forgot the ſweets of love, 
And, deeming them his due, deſpis'd the feaſt ; % W But 
Not ſo the fami{h'd Lover cou'd forget: „ Lef 
He knew he had been there, and had been bleſt , Ane 
With all that hope can wiſh, or ſenſe can ber. 
Alem. Husband , and Lover, both alike I hate. Thi 
Jop. And! | conteſs l w_ deſerv Adhat hats: I 22 
<< Kneeling | 
Joo 


 AFMFHFEREFOM 4. 

Too charming Fair, I kneel for your forgiveneſs: ITY 

I beg by thoſe fair eyes, 

Which gave me wounds that time can never cure: 

Receive my ſorrows, and reſtore my joys. 

Alem. Unkind, and cruel! I can ſpeak no more, 
7up. O give it vent; Alemena. give it vent; 

I merit your reproach.; I wou'd be curs'd: 

Let your tongue curſe me while your heart forgives, 
Alem. Can] forget ſuch ulage! _ 

Jußp. Can you hare me? 
be 1] do my beſt: forſurel ought to bans you. 
Jup. That word was only hatch'd upon your tongue, 

It came not from your heart. But try again , 

And if, once more, you can but ſay, 1 hate you » 

My {word ſhall do you juſtice. _ | 
Alem Then I hate you ; 
Jup. Then you pronunce the ſentence of my 42 ? 
Alm. I hate you much; but yet Ilove you more. 
Jup. To prove that love, then ſay that you forgive 

For there remains but thisalternative, ſme: 

Reſolve to pardon, or to puniſ me. | 
Alem. Alas, wrhat reſolve appears too plain: 

In faying that I cannot hate, I pardon. 

up. But what's a pardon worth, without a ſeal 2 

Permit me, in this on hare of my joy — 

( Kiſſes her hand. 
Alm. Forbear; I am offended with my ſelf, 

That I have ſhewn this weak \ Putting him —— away 
neſs Let me go, 15 with her hand 

Where I mer bluſh, alone. 


(Going; 3 8 
Lut come not you: : | 


Leſt I ſhou'd fpoil you. with exceſs b . 
And let you love again (Exit po ee 

Jup. Forbidding me to follow , ſhe invites me: Aſt ae. 
This is the mould of which I made the Sex: | 
I gave em but one tongue to fay us nay ; 


And 


"Fs... 
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6d AMPHITRYOMN 
And two 2 eyes, to grant. be ſure fan none 
([ 1 Mercury. 


r = 
* ba WES. 
2 rn 3 
r 5 6 = 
EI * _ lp 5 


— 8 
* = oy 4 22 * 4 4 * 2 3 
- >> 3 — 2 22 " 0 
ASE * REY - 
8 = : ws * e 
L 2 — — — — — 
— —— 2 — i — * 8 P r * , 
7 2 a — — 2 7 N * a 4 —— - - 45 . 6 poor WS. ** 2 — a . 
5 So — IIAt anos - - K SAN 9 — . 8 2 2 * 5 n 2 r = qo oo EN 8 
* r r S e EEE ĩͤ c » 1 ce I 7 Gag See r * 3 
— „ — —— — + . 323 2 * k n . 2 Modes ah LI 2 - A SER fo 5 — 7 - 5 2 Cas Ws ap} . 5 er - - 7 7 COB antes cy * P22 
* _ * — : — * —— N . 2 — n N 4 er; A nt tt þ 23 Ir . 2 — VS Moms #5 2 2 8 N — a 4 5 * 
— * 1 I ” rr - 2 »> K 2 Ih - ö 4 4 . b x , LE: 4.4 age WAS. - A 5 r . N "2 . 2 3 2 2 6 ** P by en * S — " l 
— wo 0 : y 2 88 2 1 » wa " A 1 * * TY; 1 mam * 8 2 * - * * . IP b-4 he & WD 5 — N 8 5 "IC 8 gow — — — 4 wy 
— na ES — S 2 — 3 3 eg << 2 W674 Xn r k wy A BN en * de wen p Y - — . Pw OE ORE STR 23 2 r : - r 
24 £ LA — * n n "ue 8 - — — _ S—_— KC - I aloe gen Caper 4 * "I p 3 SN 8 n rn 2p TI * i $ A N 7 bn * SI LEON Is 9 K K N 
a + 24 * 5 3 — * * " > r a Canes 5 * i 5 A - * e ee wa 4 a T 2 8 3 25 " n A 8 en ** — 9 = he — 
r 2 y FE EI SR—y —_ a — - *. 5 ” C . Ty 5 5 - mA Sg 7 
L N * & " : 5 . 


* 


— 


Approach, to Interrupt our orivacy:; wy 
25 1 ſupiter afver Alemena. | 


<P 


Mercury and Phædra remain. got 
N 5 ill 
Merc. Your Lady has made the e of reconci: * 
lation to my Lord: Here's a fair example for us two, ¶ aga 
Phaædra. 5 
Phæd. No Example at all, Soſia; for my Lady had 
the Diamonds aforehand, and I have none of the Gold 
globlet. 
Mere. The Globlet ſhall be forth-coming ; ; If thou «2 
vwilt give me weight for weight. As 
Phed. Ves, and meaſure for meaſure too, Softn 2; Per 
that is, for athimbleful of Gold, a thimbleful of love. W Seal 
Merc. What think you now , Phedra © ? Here' s 2M But 
weighty argument of love for you. Ane 
( Pulling out the Globlet in a caſe, from 0 his cloak. Tha 
Phed. Now Jupiter; of his mercy, let me kiſs thee, O tt 
O thou dear metal | ( Taking it in both hands. Wo 
Mere. And Venus, of her mercy » let me kiſs thee, 111 « 
dear, dear Phadra Aw 
Phed. Not ſo faſt, Sofia! there's a "OE proverb To! 
vin your way: Many thing happen berwixt the cup and 16 A 
lip, you know. char 
Merc. Why thou wilt not cheat me of my Goblet! ? ver 
Phe. Ves, as ſure as you wou'd cheat me of my ang 
maiden-head : 1am yet but juſt even with you for the Woy 
laſt trick you play'd me And beſides; this is but 44 _. 
bare retaining fee; you muſt give me another before my, 
the cauſe is open d. * 
Merc. Shall I not come to your n to-night. and 
Phad No, nor to morrow night neither: but thi fore 
ſhall be my Sweet-heart in your place; 'tis a better Sure 
Bed fellow, and —_ r me warmer, in cold wes - vil a 
cher. EEE... 
| NM | 
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AMPHEITRION 5 ll 


Mercury alone. 


Mere, Now, what's the Godof Wit i ina Woman — 
hand This very Globlet I ſtole from Gripus ; and he 
got it out of bribes too. But this is the common fate of 
ill gotten goods, that as they came in by covetoulneſs , 
they go out by whoring..©. Oh, here's Amplutryen 
Wan , but 1 1 —_— him above! in the balcony. 
L Exit _— 


Enter Anphitryon 


Amph. Not one of thoſeI look d for, , to be found g 
As ſome enchantment hid em from my *. 1 * | 
Perhaps, as Soſia ſays, tis witchcraft all: 
Seals may be open d, Diamonds may be ſtol'n; c 
But how I came, in perſon, yeſterday, e hg 
And gave that preſent to Alcmena's hands 
That which I never gave, nor ever came, 
O there's the rock, on which my Reaſon ſplits, 
Wou'd that were all! I fear my Honour too * 
Ill try her once again: She may be mad: 
A wretched remedy; but all L have, e 
To keep me from deſpair. 15 
Mere ¶ From the Balcony, Aſide.] This 11 no very 
charitable action ofa God, to uſe him ill, who has ne- 
ver offended me; but my Planet diſpoſes me to malice; 
and when we great Perſons do but a little miſchief; the 
World has a good bargain of us. 
Amp. How now What means the locking up af 
my doors, at this time of day / { Knocks. 
Merc. Softly , Friend, ſoftly: You wack as loud 
and as ſawocily, as a Lord's Footman , that was ſent be- 
tore him, to warn the Family of his Honour's viſit. 
Sure you think the doors have no feeling! What the De- 
ril are you, that rap with ſuch authority A 
Amp Look out, 9 ſe: tis I, an 
E Mere. 
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Merc. You: What you? 55 

Amph. No more, I ſay, but open. 

Merc. I'll know to whom firlt. p 5 

Amph. I am one that can command the doors open. 
Merc. Then you had beſt command em, My _ 
whether they will obey you. | 

Amph. Doſt thou not know me! 

Merc. Prithee, how ſhou'd I know thee? Dot chou 

take me fora Comurer? 

 Amph. What, is — erona? Is all the 

World gone a madding ? Why Soſsat 

Merc, That's my name indeed : Didft ou think i 
had forgot it! 

Amph. Doſt thou ſee me ef. 

Merc. Why, doſt thou. ee to 90 iariüble ? If 
thou haſt any. buſineſs here, diſpatch it quickly; 1 
have no leiſure to throw DA upon ſuchpradling Com- 
panions. 

Amph. Thy Companion , Slave. How darit thou 
uſe this inſolent language to thy Maſter? . 

_ Merc. How! Thou my Maſter ? By what ue? 1 
never had any other Maſter, but Amphitryo. 
Amph. Well: And tor whom doſt thou . 5 f 

Merc, For ſome Rogue OT « other; 3 but what Rague I 
Know not. 

5 Amph. Doſt chou not know me for Amplirryo, ; 
ave ? 

Merc. How ſhou'd I know. thee , wha: 1 ſee thou 
Joſt not know thy ſelf? Thou Amphitryon ! In what 
Tavern haſt thou been? And how many bottles did ings 
buſineſs, to metamorphoſe thee into my Lord ?: ++ 

Amph. I will ſo drub thee for this inſolence, 

Merc. How now, Impudence! Are you threatning 
your betters! I ſhou'd bring you to condign puniſh- 
ment, but that I havea great reſpect for the good wine, 
though l find it in a Fool's noddle. 


Amph, What, none to * me in? _ hairs 
Ins} | 


k 


Mer 
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ee eee 
* 5 Fo 
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Mere. dan ig 1 Wife. dew . "we 
are both undone. At a word, Phadra and Bromia are 
very: buſie; 3 One in making 3 for my Lady, and 
en. the other in heating napkins, ro, "on. e my: . 7 
try & when he riſes from bed. : 
0 Amph. Amazement ſeizcs me. 
ht Merc. At whatart thou amaz'd ? My Matter is my | 
hou Lady had a falling out . and ate retir'd Without Seconds, 
N do decide the quarrel. If thou wert not a meddleſome 
the Fool thou wou'd'ſt not be thruſting thy noſe into other 

people's matters. Get thee about thy buſineſs, if thou 

nk I haſt any; for Vll hear no more of the. 
= = [ Exit Mercury from 1566. 
Amph. Brav'd by m my Slave, dishonour'd dy 1 

? If Jo what a deſp' rate plunge am I reduc d.. 
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7 3-1 BB chis be true the Villain ſays? But why. + 7 15 \ 

om- That feeble if ! It muſt be true; She owns it. 7 

1 555 Nowy, whether tu conceal, or blaze th affront? 8 

thou One way, I ſpread my infamy abroad; IM 
And, t'other, hide a burning coal n. St 1 

e? 1 That preys upon my vitals: I can fix , 11 2 

- bon Na , but on eee | EE 

ue I | Dum bins Sofia, : Polydas, 7 e 5 Trento, 


yon cri Londer he is , walking haſtily to and fro, be: 
155 fore his door; like a Citizen clapping his ſides before 

thou his ſnop, in a froſty ; tis to catch a ſromach, 

What Ibelieve. 

N bs Sof. Ichegin to be afraid. that he has more fromach to 

my ſides and ſhoulders, than to his own victuals. How 

he ſhakes his head, and ſtamps! and what ſtrides he fet= 

ning ches! He's in one of his damn'd moods again 3 4 don't | 

niſhe like the looks of him. 

vine, Am ph. Oh, my mannerly 45 fair ſpoken obedient 
5 Slave, are you there? I can reach you now. without 
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1 P HTT RTO N. 
Hof. Why this is; as it ſnou'd be: I was ſomewhat - 


ſuſpicious that you were in a peſtilent humour; Ves, 
we will have a craſn at the bottle, when your — 


pleaſes: I have ſummon d em, you ſee; and: they a1 
notable Topers ; eſpecial ly Judge Grip 106. + PTY 200 


Grip. . f faiths never retuſe = glass, ina good | 


quarrel,” 


Amph. why; ſich infoleot Villain; PI reach Slave 


how to uſe his Maſter thus. BEE (To Sofia. 
So. Here's a fine buſineſs towards Jam ſureb ran as 
faſt as ever my legs cou'd carry me, to call em; nay, 
yo — So truſt my A eee „in all affairs belonging to 
0 
Grip. He has been very fathful to his Commiſion, 
Pl bear him witneſs. Bc 
Amph. How can you be witavſs; Wee you were 


not preſent? The Balcony ! Sirrah, the Balcony 


Sof. Why, to my belt remembrance , # hp never in- 
vited the Balcon . 

Amph. What nonſenſe doſt bn plead for an rxcuſs 
of thy foul language, and thy baſe replies? 

Soſ. You fright a Man out of his ſenſes. firſt, and 
blame him afterwards, for talking nonſenſe; — But 
tis better for me to talk nonſenſe , than for fmeto do 
nonſenſe: I will ſay that, what e'cr comes ont. 
Pray, Sir, let all things be done decently: What, I 


hope, when a Man is to be hang'd, he is not truſsd 
upon the Gallows like G dumb dog, without "_ 


kim wherefore. 
Amph. By your pardon , Gentlemen : akne lon 
ger patience to for bear him. : 


Sof, Juſtice, Juſtice, my Lord Ortes; as yo ade 
true Magiſtrate, protect me. Here's 1 
ting going forward, without ſentence given. 
Grip. My Lord Amphitryon this muſt not —_ Let 
me firſt underſtand the demerits of the Criminal. 

Soſ. Hold you to that point, I beſeech your — 
as you commiſerate the caſe of a poor, innocent male- 


factor. 1 _—_ 


7H * 


3 


AM NR NR R 10 N. 69 
Ampb. To ſhut the door againſt me; in my very 


face; to deny me entrance; to brave me from the bal - 
cony; to laugh at me; to threaten me: What proofs 
of innocence call you theſe 2 But if! ns not as in- 
ſolence— 1 beg you let me 
Is going to beat him, and; is held 55 
Polydas and Tranio 

Sof. J charge you, in the King's name hold him 
faſt; for you ſee he's bloodily diſpos d. 5 

Grip. Now, what haſtthou toſay forthy ſelf, Sofia? 

Soſ. 1 fay , in the firſt place, be ſure 'you hold him, 
Gentlemen; for I ſhall never plead err one rr 
while I am bodily afraid! 

Polid Speak boldly”; I warrant ths: | 1 22 

Soſ. Then, if I may 1 boldly, andaba 117 A 
favour, I do not ſay he lies neither; no, I am too well 
bred for that; but his Lordſhip fibbs moſt abominabl y. 

Amp. Do you hear his impudence ? Yet will you 
not let me go ? | 

Soſ. No impudenceatall, my Lord; for how cou'd 
|, naturally ſpeaking, be in the balcony, „and affron- 
ting you, when at the ſame time I was in eyery ſtreet 
of Thebes, inviting theſe Gentlemen to dinner? 

Grip. Hold alittle: How long fince was 'it that he 
ſpoke to you, from the ſaid balcony ? 

Amph. Juſt now ; nota minute before he brought 
you hither, 1 | 

Soſ. Now ſpeaks my Witneſſes. | 

Grip. I can anſwer for um; for this laſt half hour 

Polyd. AndI. 

Tran. And J. | 

Soſ. Now judge equitably : Gentlertien 3 ether 
I was not a civil W a to tell PIP Lond he 
fibbs only. : 

4mph Who gave you that order, to invite em? 5 

Soſ. He that beſt might; your ſelf: by the ſame to- 
ken, you bidold Bromia provide and *twere for a God; 
and [puti ininforabrace, ora leaſe 3 no, now Ithink 

E 3 On * * 


e MP. H n no Ne. 


— When 141 givethes this pretended commit 4 


5 e n 
e n ot rr 
> " - * - 


J = 
Carts 
Cad MA = . 2 * "2 
e END "1" FI REINER * — 
* N a . : * 
£ 


Sof. Why. you gave me this pretended big ove 
when you werejuſt ready to give my Lady the P iddles ¶ Sou 
and a Dance; in order. as I ju pple, $0. your ſecond ſion 
bedding. 9 8 

Amp Where, in what place „did! give this Wes din 

+ Sof. Here, iathis place; in the preſence of this very Ia fi 
door, and of that balcony; and it "ny cou'd ſpeak, fun 
they wou d bothjuſtifie it. : 

Ampb. O Heaven! Theſe accidents are ſo ſurprizing, 
that the more I think of em, the more I am loſt in my 
imagination. 

Grip. Nay, he has told us Mares paſſages . he came 
along, that ſeem to ſurpaſs the power ot Nature, 

Sof What think you now, my Lord, of a certain 

twin Brother of mine, call'd Soſia? *Tis a ſly Youth; 
pray Heaven you have not juſt tuch another Relation, 
within doors, call d Amphitryon. It may be it was he 
that put upon me, in your likeneſs; and perhaps he 
may have put ſomething upon your ordſnip too, that 
may weigh heavy upon the forehead. 

Amph. (to thoſe who hold him) Let me 20 wah 14 
may be innocent, and 1 will not hurt him: —Open 
the door ; Ill reſolve my doubts immediately. 

Soſ. The door is peremptory, that it will not be 
open d without keys: and my Brother, on the inſide, i 
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in poſſeſſion. and will not part with 'em. gat 
Amph. Then tis manifeſt that! am affronted: break is, 
open the door there. | 


Grip. Stir nota man of you, to his aſſiſtance. . 

Amph. Doſt thou take part with my Adultreſstoo, 
becauſe ſhe is thy Niece? 

Grip. | take part with nothing, but the Law; and t 
break the Coors open, is to break the Law. 

Anh. Do thou command em, then. 


5 Grip 


order? 
is very 


peak, 


3zing | 


in my 
Came 
dertain 
"outh: 
ation, 
was he, 
aps he 
„ that 


Sofi 
-Open 


not be 
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Au HTTR TON yr 
Grip. I command nothing without my Warrant; and 
my Clerk is not here to take his fees for drawing it. 
Amph. (Aſide.) The Devil take all Juſtice-brokers : 
I curſe. him too when I have been hunting him all 
over the town, to be my witneſs ut I'll bring 
Souldiers to force open the doors, by my own commiſ- 
ſion. | I Exit Amphitryon 
So} Pox o' theſe forms of Law , to defeat a man of a 
dinner, when he's ſharp ſet: tis againſt the privilege of 
a free born ſtomach; and is no leſs than ſubverſion of 
fundamentals. Jupiter above inthe Balcony. 
Fup. Oh, my Friends, Iam ſorry I have made you 
wait ſo long: you are welcome; and the door ſhall be 
open'd to you.immediately, ( Exit Jupiter. 
Grip. Was not that Amphitryon! | | 
Sof. Why, who ſhou'd it be elſe? : 
Grip. In all appearance it was he : but how gothe 
thither ? 85 | 
Polyd. In fuch a trice too! | 
Tran. And after he had juſt left us? | 
Grip. And ſo much alter'd for the better , in 
humour? 1 


his 


Soſ. Here's ſuch a company of fooliſh queſtions, when 
a man's hungry: You had beſt ſtay dinner till he has 
prov*d himſelf to be Amphitryon in form of Law: But 
Ill make ſhort work of that buſineſs : for I'll take mine 
oath *tis he. | 1 

Grip. I ſhou'd be glad it were. | 

Soſ. How , glad it were? With your damn'd interro- 
gatories, when you ought to be thankful, that ſo it 
is, N | | 1 
Grip. [ Aſide.) That I may ſee my Miſtreſs Phædra, 
and preſent her with my great Gold Goblet. | 

Soſ. It this be not the true Amphitryon, I wiſh I may 
be kept without doors, faſting , and biting my own 
fingers, for want of victuals ; and that's a dreadful im- 
precation ! I am for the inviting , and eating, and trea- 
ting Amphitryon: lam = tis he is my. lawfully begot- 

. ten 
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you: for I am call'd another way, 


am but meer carrion ? Brave Saſia, compaſſionate co- 
ward Soſea , and beat not thy ſelf in beating me. 


ſume my name? Have you not been ſufficiently warn'd 


„ AMPHITRYON. 


ten Lord: and if you had an ounce of true juſtice in you 
you ought to have laid hold on t other Amphitryon, and 
committed him fora Rogue, and an Impoſtour, and a 
Vagabond. (The Door is open d: Mercury from within. 

Mere. Enter quickly, Maſters : The paſſage on the 
right-hand leads to the Gallery, where my Lord expect: N 


— 1 


[ Gripus, Tranio, and Polydas go into the houſe. 

Sof. I ſhou'd know that voice by a ſecret inſtinct; tis 
a tongue of my Family; and belongs ro my Brother 
Seſia: it mult be ſo ; for it carries a cudgelling kind of the 
ſound in it. But put the worſt, let me weigh this mat- 


ter wiſely : Here's a beating, and a belly-full : againſt 
no beating, and no belly- full. The beating is bad ;but EY So 


the dinner is good: now, not to be beaten, is but ne- 
gatively good; but not to fill my belly, is poſitively 
bad. Upon the whole matter, my final reſolution is, 
to take the good and the bad as they come together. 
Is entring: Mercury meets him at the door 
Merc. Whither now, you kitchen-skumm? From 
whence this impudence, to enter here without permil- 
fion ? | 
Soſ. Moſt Illuſtrious Sir: my ticket. is my hunger: 
ſhew the full bowels of your compaſſion , to the emp- 
ty bowels of my famine. : e 
Merc. Were you not charg'd to return no more ? I 
cut you into quarters, and hang you upon the ſhambles. MW | 
Soſ. You'll get but little credit by me: Alas, Sir, | 


Merc. Who gave you that privilege, Sirrah , to aſ- 


a.” as aw... A 


of it ? And receiv'd part of puniſhment already ? | 

Soſ. May it pleaſe you, Sir, the name is big enough IM 
for both of us: and we may uſe it in common, like 41 
ſtrumpet: witneſs Heaven, that I wou'd have obey'd 
you, and quitted my title to the name; but where ever 
1 come, the malicious World will call me Sofia , in 


J -- ns 


a 


: * 
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AMPHITRYON 55 
ſpight of me. Iam ſenfible there are two Amphitryons, 
and why may not there be two Soſias ? Let thoſe two 
cut one another's throats at their own pleaſure: but you 
and I will be wiſer, by my conſent, and hold good 
intelligence together, ES TS 
Merc. No, no: two Soſias wou'd but make two 
Fools. 2 e 6 | x 
Soſ. Then let me be the fool; and be you the prudent 
perſon : and chuſe for your ſelf ſome wiſer name: or 
you ſhall be the elder Brother, and I'll be content to be 
the younger: though I loſe my inheritance. x 
Merc. I tell thee, Tam the only Son of our family. 
Soſ. Then let me be your Baſtard-Brother , and the 
Son of a Whore; I hope that's butreaſonable. 7 


Merc, No, thou ſhalt not diſgrace my Father: for 


there are few Baſtards now. a· days worth owning. 

Seſ. Ah! Poor Soſia! What will become of thee ? 
Merc. Yet again profanely uſing my proper name? 
So / I did not mean my ſelf : I was thinking of ano- 
ther Soſia, a poor fellow, that was once of my ac- 
quaintance, unfortunately baniſh'd out of doors, 
when dinner was juſt coming upon the table. | 


Enter Phædra. 


Phæd. Soſia, you and I muſt— Bleſs me ! What 


have we here, a couple of you, or do I ſee double? 
Sof. I wou'd fain bring it about, that I might make 
one of em: but he's unreaſonable and will needs in- 


corporate me, and {ſwallow me whole into himſelf. 
It he wou'd be content to be but one and a half, 


twou'd never grieve me. | 
Merc, Tis a perveric Raſcal: I kick him, and cud- 


gel him to no purpoſe : for till e eee. to ſtick 


rome: and I can never beat him out my reſemblance. 


* 


Phad. Which of you two is Soſia? For t'other muſt” 


be the Devil. 


% You bad beſt axk bim that has play'd the 


E 5 _ Devil 
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bedold, andriſe young, have ſo. many ſuits of per- 


Devil with my back and ſides. . 
Mere. You had beſt ask him who gave you 7 . Gold 
gobblet 2 

Phed. No, that's already given : but he ſhall be my 
Sofs , that will give me ſuch another. 

Merc. I find you have been interloping , Sirrah. 


Soſ. No, indeed, Sir, I only promis'd her a gold 


thimble : which was as much as comes to my propor- 
tion of being Soſa. 

_ _Phad. This is no Soſia for my money: beat him 
away t'other Soſia: he grows inſufferable. 

Seſ. (Aſide.) Would I were valiant, that I might 
beat him away; and ſucceed him at the dinner; for a 
n ee Son ofa Whore , as he 15— 

Merc. What's that you are muttering betwixt your 
teeth, ofa Son ofa Whore, Sirrah ? 


Soſ. Tam ſure I meant you no offence ? for, ik Tam | 


not Soſia, I am the Son ef a Whore, for ought I know : 
and it you are Soſia, you may be the Son of a Whore 
for ought you know. 

Merc. What ever Jam, I will be Soo Aa a8 long as I 
pleaſe:and when ever you viſit me, you ſhall be ſure of 
the civility of the cudgel. 

Sof. If you will promiſe to beat me into the hou. 
you may begin when you pleaſe with me: but to be 
beaten out of the houſe, at dinner time, fle ſn and blood 
can never bear it. 

(Mercury beats him ae , od Sofia 5s fell _ 
ing towards the door, but Mercury gets betwixt, 
and at length drives him off the Stage. 

Phed. In the name of wonder, what are you, that 
are Soſia, and are not Soſia? 

Merc. If thou would'ſt know more of me, my per- 
ſon is freely at thy diſpoſing. 

Phad. Then l diſpoſe of it to you again: for tis ſo 
ugly, tis not for my uſe. 

Merc. I can be ugly or handſome, as I pleaſe : go to 


fn 


- 


3 


4. 


I'm afraid. | 
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ng by me, that I can ſhift em when I will. 

Phed. You are a Fool then, to put on your word 
cloaths, when you come a wooing. 

Merc. Go to: Ask no more queſtions; I am 15 thy 
turn; for I know thy heart, and ſee all thou haſt about 
thee. 

Phad. Then you can hs my b back-fide too there's sa 
bargain for you Ty 

Merc. In thy right pocket—let me ſee ;—three Long 
Letters from judge Gripus, written to the bottom, on 
three ſides; full of fuſtian paſſion , and hearty nonſenſe: 
as alſo in the ſame pocket , a Letter of thine intended to 
him; conſiſting of nine lines anda half, fcrawl'd and 
falſe ſpell'd, to ſhew thou art a Woman; and full of 
fraudulence, and equivocations, and ſhuocing-horns 
of love to him; to promiſe much, and mean nothing; 

to ſhew, over and above, that thou art a meer Wos 

man. 

 Phed. Is the Devil in you, wies all this Now fo 

Heaven's ſake, do not look into t other pocket 
Merc, Nay , there's nothing there, but alittle godly 


Prayer book, and -a bawydy N and — 


?hed. (Giving a great frisk.) 
| Look no farther, I beſeech you 
Merce. And a Silver Spoon — 
Phad. ( Shrieking. ) — Ah! 
Merc. Which you pourloin'd laſt night dem By omia- 
Phed. _ my counſel, or lam undone for ever, 
(Holding up her hands to him. 
Merc No, II mortifie thee , now I have a handle 
to thy iniquity , if thou wilt not love me.— 
Phad. Well, if you'll promiſe me to be ſecret, I 
will love you: becauſe indeed I dare doe no other. 
Merc Tis a good girl; 1 will be ſecret; and fur- 
ther, I will be aſſiſting to thee in thy filching: for thou 
and I were born under the ſame Planet. 
Fbæd. And we n come bern to n Ge end too 5 
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.. 
Merc. No, no; ſince thou haſt wit enough already 
to cozen a Judge, thou need'ſt never fear hanging. 


Phed. Aud will you make your ſelf a younger man, 


and be handſom too, and rich? For you that know 


hearts, muſt needs know, that I ſhall never be conſtant 


to ſuch an ugly old Sofa. | ah, 
- Merc. Thou ſhalt know more of that another time: 
in the mean while, here's a caſt of my office tor thee. 


He ſtamps upon the ground: ſome Dancers come 


from under ground, and others from the ſides 


of the Stage: A Song. and a fautaſtick Dante. 


Mercury's SO NG to Phædra. | 


Air Iris I love, and hourly Idlie, 

L But not for a lip , nor alanguiſhing eye: 
She's fickle and falſe, and there we agree; 
For I am as falſe and as fickle as ſhe: 

We neither believe what either can ſay ; 
And, neither believing » we neither betray. 


is civil to ſwear, and ſay things of cas "Th 


We mean not the taking for better for worſe. 
When preſent , we love, when abſent, agree, 
I think not of Iris, nor Iris of me: 1 


The Legend of Love no cauple can find 


So enſue to part, or ſo equally join d. 


After , the Dance. 


Phed. This power of yours makes me ſuſpect you 
for little better than a God; but if you are one, for more 


certainty , tell me what Iam juſt now thinking? 

Merc, Why thou art thinking , let me lee ; for thou 
art a Woman, and your minds are ſo variable, that it's 
very hard even fora God to know them. But, to ſa- 


tisſie thee, chou art wiſhing, now, for the ſame power 


_—_ 


Thyr! 


here 
Ha 
ft len 
He 
And | 


"1.4 2, ' 


[have „ that thou mighteſt day like me; 


do ſtamp in ſome body's name, but I know not whole;' 
(camps. ) Come up, Gentle-folks, from below): and 
ing me a Paſtoral Dialogue, where the Woman may 
hve the better of the Man ; as we always have in Love 
matters. | New Singers come wh and ſing a Song. 


A Paſtoral Dialogue betwixt . 


and Tris. 8 


7 0 % 4 9 on = 
128 \ FE 3 4 13 : 4 


Thyrl. (pr triad he ng - wok bu 
Were in a ſhady Bom r. 
Where Thyrſis long in vam 
Had ſought the Shepherd's hour. 
ft length bis hand advancing upon . ber lum ar, So 
He ſaid, O kiſs me longer, - | _ 1 


Ind longer yet, and longer, 5 


* 


5 


lis. An caſte yielding Maids mo vol 1 ; 
By truſting is undon 
Our Sex ts oft betray'd, watt 
By granting love too ſoon. © 
If jou defire to gain me, your juſfrings. ro b 3 
Prepare to love me longernn 
And r nr one 119d; door He 
Bann mand of T0 v7 nos! ut, > N 
mos l Tk 
Thyrſis. The als care you how, 07 2 
Of all my-fartoms paſts is fine) nic nt barb 
Makes death appear too ſlow , te >; 
And life too long 70 laſt. : Bom ahi of} 
Fair Iris kiſs me kindly ys in pity of my 7 2 ; 
And kindly ſtill, and kindly , | 
Before i# be too late. 


— 


1nd have more Singers come up for another Song. 
phædra. Gad, I think the Devils in you. Then 5 


e eee 7 


Iris. 


N. 
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Iris. Lou fondly + court pm Bliſs, PL a 
_ ; p © 

And uo advantes' male; A os 

| 8 . RI 


; 1. not for Maids tokiſs, 
But tis for Men to take. 
So yo may kiſs me kindly, and I will not l, 
ne" kindly ſtill., „ and kindly 5 f 
n A and tell. 


hs RONDEA u. 


Chorus. Thus at the beigbe we love and live, 
And fear not to be poor: 
Me give, and give, and give, ani * 
Till we can give no more: 
But what to-day will take away > 
To-morrow will reſtores ' \ e 
Thes at the height we love and le, CA Ch 1 
And fear not to be poor. eee bank ol 


Phedra. Adieu, 1 0 you: to pay the muſſel ! 
Hope well, Mr. Planet; there's a better Heav'n in 
ſtore for you: I ſay no more, but you cam gueſs. 


1 | 
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Grip. 
0 what 
Phed 
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better 
Grip. 
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Phed 
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Mercury, alone. 


Such bargain-loves, as I with Phædra treat, 
Are all the Leagues and Friendſhips of the Great: 
All ſeek their ends, and each wou'd others cheat. 
They only ſeem to hate, and ſeem to love; 
But int'reſt is the point on which they move. 
Their Friends are Foes; dud Foes are Friends agen; Wnt / 
And in their turns, are knaves, and honeſt men. Phed 
Qur iron age is grownan age of Gold: bee. 
Tis who 7 mh tor alt men wou'd: be ſold. | Grip, 
gh.” ci bong Hang, 
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e „Phbædra. 


I Gripus has th Gotblet in his band, 


p 


* 


Y ov will not be G baſe to take it from me? 


Grip. Tis my proper chattel: and Ill ſeize my own, : 
nwhatever hands I find it.” | 


phad. You know only ſhew'd it you to e your 


1 


letter preſent. 


Ped, Thou hide. bound 3 

Grip. Thou very mercenary Miſtreſs! 

Ped.” Thou molt mercenary Magiſtrate! 

Grip, Thou ſeller of thy ſelf! 

224, Thou Teller} of other people: thou 3 
wk of government : that when-the wind blows for 
te Subject, point'{ to privilege ;. and when it chan- 
65 for the Soveragin, veers to prerogative. _ 


E Will you. compound, and take it as my pre- 
ent / 4 


bl Grip. My Rival is a Thief; and T Ul indite you for 
4 iu receiver ot ſtoln goods. 


hee. 


lug man LP ſoon decide the 1 
I Exit Phedra, 


us + i 


gs , that you 1 out bid your Rival with a 


n. ?hed. No: but rl ſend thy Rival to force i it from | 
Grip, When à Thief is Rival to his Judge , the, . 
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humour, and am in haſte leave me. 


7 me to take it from you. 


Enter Mercury, with iwo ſwords, 


5 


| Mere. Bowing, ) Save your good Lordſip. 
Grip. From an impertinent Coxcomb. I am out o 


Merc. Tis my duty to attend on your Lordſhip 
znd to caſe you of that undecent burden. 
Grip. Gold was never any burden, to one of m 
profeſſion. 
Merc. By your Lordſhip 5 *permiſſion , Phadrs hal 


What, by violence? | | 
_— Still bowing. ) No but by your Honour's per 
miſſion, I am to reſtore it to her, and perſwade poi 


Lordſhip, to renounce your pretenſions to her. Se 
Grip. Tell her flatly, I will neither do As nol 27. 
Cother. _ och' e 
Merc. O my. good Lord, I dare paſs my "wo 2 Gr 
your free conſent to both— Will your Honour be | Me 
pleas'd to take your choice of one -theſe? obe 
Grip. Why theſe are words; What have, 1 to 0 Gr 
with them ? Me 
Merc. Only to take your choice of one af them ard 
which your Lordſhi Pe ; and leave the other ich Oo 
je moſt obedient Servant. | ging 
. What, one ot theſe e weapons ; takd u. 
AE Pl lay you by the heels, Sirrah. This has th ; teaſo 
appearance of an unlawful bloody challenge. MM © 
Merc. You Magiſtrates are pleas'd to call it ſo, mi 11 
Lord; but with us Sword- men, tis an . ins wh in WM ther 
vitation to the cutting of one another's throats. Nanda 
| Grip. Be anſwer d; have no throat to cuts The Law| leave 
| ſhall decide our controveriic. b 
Merc. By your en my Lord; rm bediſ. Gy 


patch'd this way. | 
Grip. I'll ſee thee han =! before I give thee any toc : 
permiſſion, to diſpatch n me into another world. 


WN 


ut o 


ſhip | 


A MP * TR 201% = 
' Merc. At the leaſt, my Lord, you have no occaſion 
to complain of my Want of 1 to you: you will 


neither reſtore the Goblet , nor r renounce Phadra: Iof. 


fer you the combat Hou vefu eit: all this is done in the 
forms of honour: It follows, that lam to affront, cud- 
ge you, or kick you, at my own arbitrement; and T. 


ſuppoſe . on are too honpurable not to regt my 


proceeding. 9 e tee 
Grip. Kere s a ne. ef jof: proces: t Ae 
heard of in any ot our Courts. Fi ar is 


Mere. This, my good, Lord. ..is. 1 1 . 
without your long preambles,, and tedious repetitions 


tit ſignifie nothing, but to ſqueeze the Subject: There- 


fore, with your Lordſhip's favour 1 1 | 
* W 0 him re the _ 
Grip. What” s that for? 17 


; * 7 + . 


Merc. To give you an er of returning u me ken 


oth ear: that ſo, all things may proceed methodically. 


Grip. I put in noanſwer; but ſuffer a non ſuit. 


Merc. No, my Lord; for the coſts and ee 


tobe paid: Will you pleaſe to reſtore thecup?.; > 
Grip. I have told thee, no. 6 at 
Merc. Then from your chin, 1 muſt aſcend. to your 
:dſhip's gears. 


Grip. Oh, oh, oh, bwin thou neverſeare log- : 


ging me by the cars? POSTS 
Mere, Not till your Lordſhip wil be Read to bear 
teaſon. 
Grip. | Take the cop; z and the Devil give thee joy on't, 
Merc, Still holding him.] And your Lordſhip will far- 


ter be graciouſly pleas d to releaſe all claims, titles, 


and actions whatſoever to Phedra? You muſt give me 
leave to add one {mall memento. for that too. 


[ Pulling hon . 


rip. Lrenounce hey o + I releaſe her. : > 


. 
I- L 24 p 1 o & 50 
o & Q 11 a d : N #7 A ba 17 
* — 


Pulling again. 
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roiteo on gat t ele BY Grips 
Li dot 2.207, Us e Phi, 5 „„ nor 
to I: + Nen een TO » JO FIC © 4 
neo M. I bels My Lor tits beg Pk 

. ery gabe without Perling mustrers to etre 5 
mi Dem ; 
y Thugs Tover end Hal + Burge we lien ad . Wh: 


ſin of the Goblet, in the firſt place, Inva 


' More, Thiere sah 40 bf 6blipton Naos d be paſdd tor And 
Phed. Let him begin to remember quarrels- When 4 
he deres: now I Les im under thy 22 N 7 
verſes'with U re 'of the chapter. Pe 


e | G 
eee A 


mptitryon and Oe, 5. 
n ert 

70 258 ) At the laſt I have got bee With 4 
out "your fs Wiltraiit; Theara', tell Altima 1 


* Tiles weck lyisg meſſage: You are hot Wl For 
Bere, and you cannot bebebe: For, to my kno wiede, T 
Pos are above with my Lady, inthe chamber? P 
bond. All of a piece, Aan Witchcraft! Anſtwer we A 
7; do'ſt be voc Each me for Ai #1? BW ic 
N 5 A me firſt : Did | you, give mea Bauen, cop 
aud a FGold? | | - 

Amph, Thou know'{ L did not. 1 My 

Fhbal. Then, by the fitnetoken, Tknow you arenot 
che true Amplitryon. If you are he, I am ſurel leftyou MW To. 
in bed with your own Wife: Now you had belt ſtrerch 
out a leg, and feel about for a fair Lady. id 

Aniph. TN undo this enchantinent with my ford; Wh 

and kill the Sorcerer. i 
Come up, Gentlemen, and follow me. To the Guaths, 

Phd. TH ſave you the labour, and call him down to 
confront you; if you dare attend him. (Exit Phædra. ] 

Merc | Aſide. | Now the ſpell is ended, and 7p 


+ *® * 
LEA iy” 


: = enchant no more ; or elſe Amphitryon had not en- Bu 


er d ſo eaſily. (Gripus is Healing off )=o Whither now Th 
__ 


AMPHITRYON. 83 


* Gripus ? have buſineſs for you; ; if you offer to ſtir , * 
now what follows. 1 8 


— 


Enter Jupiter, Fel d by Tranio and Polyts. 


Jup. Who dares to play th Maſter in my houſe : 
What noiſe is this, that calls me from above. 
Invades my ſoft receſs, and privacy, 

And, like a tyde, breaks in upon my love? 

Amph. O Heay'ns ! what's this Tee? 

Tran. What prodigy! 

Poly. How, two Amphitryons" | 

Grip. 1 have beheldth* appearance of two Suns; 

Put ſtill the Falſe was dimmer than the true; 
Here, both ſhine out alike. 
Amph. This is a ſight, that like the Gorgoi' $ head d 
uns thro* my limbs, and ſtiffens me to ſtone, 
I need no more inquire into my fate, 
For what 1 ſee, reſolves my doubts too x 

Tran, Two drops of water, cannot more ele. 

Poly. They are two very fames. 

Merc. ( Aſide ) Our Jupiter is a great Comedian 3 
he counterfeits moſt admirably : Sure his Prieſts have 
copy'd their hypocriſie from their Maſter. 

Amph. Now am gather'd back into my ſelf, 

My heart beats high, and puſhes out the blood, 


Togive me juſt revenge on . 

( To the Guards. 

Hf you are brave, aſſiſt we Mot one ſtirs : | 

rd; WH What are all brib'd to take th Enchanters part? 
W Ti; true the work is mine; and thus 


— 


2 | Going to ruſh upon Jupiter; and ix els by 
nto Tranio and Poly das. 


dra. Paly Tt muſt not be. 

piter Jap. Give him his way: I dare the Madman's work: 
en - But ſtill take notice, that it looks not hke | 

0" The true Amphitryon, to fly out, at firſt, 


Ys ; Eos ; Fa - | To 


[ Drawing his fword. 5 
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84 4 MPHITR 1 o N. 


We know the tyes of friendſhip to our Friend; 


_ 


Thou baſe Uſurper of my name & bed 
No leſs than thy heart's-blood can waſh Ry.” 


So ſtrange a duel, as Amphitrvon 
To fight againſt himſelf. 


To brutal force: It ſhows he doubts his Sans, 
Who dares not truſt his reaſon to defend it. | 


Amph. ps ) 


Tb affronts I have ſuſtain'd. 
Tran. We muſt not ſuffer 


Poly. Nor think we wrong you , when we hold your 
We know our duty to our General: Hands: 


But who that F riend, or who that Gen'ral is, 
Without more certain proofs betwixt you two, 
Is hard to be diſtinguiſh'd , by our reaſon 
_—_— by light. -. 
. I know it, and have fatisfy'd my ft: 
I _ er true Amphitryon. 
Jup. See again. 
He ſhuns the certain proofs; and dares not Rand 
Impartial judgment, and award of right. __ 
But fince Alenena's honour is concern d, 5 
Whom, more than Heav'n, & all the World, 1 1 ; 
This, I propoſe, as equal to us both. _ 
Tranio, and Polydas, be you aſſiſtants, 1 
The Guards be ready to ſecure th' Impoſtour, 
When once ſo prov d, for publick puniſhment; 
And Gripus, be thou Umpire of the cauſe. 5 
Amph. Lam content: Let him proceed to examination. 
Grip. (Aſide to Mercury.) On whoſe fide. wou d you 


pleaſe that I ſhou'd give the ſentence? 4 
Merc. | Aſide to him.] Follow thy conſcience for WM gre: 
once; but not to make a cuſtom of it neither; nor to WM © 
leave an evil precedent of uprightneſs to future Judges F 
L Aſide.] Tis a good thing to have a Magiſtrate under Wl ger' 

| correction: Your old fornicating Judge , dare never WM 6 
g give ſentence againſt him that Kno de his kauiits, dot 


Tol. and 


ling, ) 


your 


nds: 


tion. 


you 


for 
r to 


ges. 


der 


ever 
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AMPHITRYTON. 85 

Poly. Your Lordſhip knows I was Maſter of Amphi- 
mon Ship; and I deſire to know of him, what paſs d 
in private betwixt us two, at his landing, when he was 


juſt ready to engage the Ennemy? 


Grip. Let the true Amphitryon anſwer a 

upit. and Amphitryon akon IMy Lord I told him 

Grip. Peace both of you : ='Tis a plain caſe they are 
both true; for they both ſpeak together: but for more 
certainty , let the falſe Amphitryon ipeak firſt. : 

Merc. Now they are both filent— - 

Grip. Then it's as plain on t'other fide, that theys are 
both falſe Amphitryons. a 

Merc. Which Amphitryon ſhall ſpeak firſt? | 

Grip. Let the cholerick KAmybieryes —y and let 
the peacable hold his peace. 

Amph. to Polydas. ] You may remember that l whiſ. 
per'd you, not to po from the ſtern, one Hiogle'r: mo- 
went. 5 

Poly. You did ſo. 

Grip. No more words then; 1 proceed to Sentence, 

Jup. Twas T that whiſper'd him; and he may remem- 


| ber I gave him this reaſon * it. That if our Men were 


beaten , I might ſecure my own retreat. 

Poly. You did fo, 

Grip. Now again he's as true as t other. 

Tran. You know I was Pay-maſter : What directions 
did you give me the night before the Battle? 

Grip, To which of the yous art thou ſpeaking 7 8 

Merc. ¶ Aſide.] It ſnou d be a double U: But ey 
lave no ſuch letter in their tongue. | 

Amph. I order'd you to, take particular care of the 
great bag. 

Grip. Why this is demonſtration. | 5 

Jap. The bag that Icommended to you, „was of Ty: 
vers skin; and mark'd Bets. 

Grip. In ſadneſs I think they are both eri : Here's 
nothing, and here's nothing: And then hiccius doccius, 
and e are hohes t FT 

3.4 Tran 


- 


there in that bag? 
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6 A MPHITRYON 
- Tran. You peaccable Amphicryon what money wu 


IJnp. The Summ in groſs, amountedjuſt — Ate 
tick Talents. 
ow Toa farthing! | 
Grip. Paugh: Obvious, obvious. 
_ mph. Two thouland pieces of Gold were yup in 
a handkerchief by themſel ves. 
Tran. I remember it. 
Grip. Then tis dubious again, 5 So 
But the reſt was not all ſilver; for there were ewe 
| juſt four thouſand braſs half pence. [his is 
Grip. Being but braſs, the proof is inconſiderable: it Nec let 
they had been filver, it had gone on your fide. Jo poit 
mph. to Fup. ] Death and Hell, you will not per. 
ee not kill Pteler as? 
Jup. Nor you me, char I did not eroy Alamena ind 12 
4 WE That laſt was poyſon to me.— Am 
Yet there's one proof thou canſt not counterfeit : | Jup 
In killing Preleras, I had a wound | ollov 
Full in the brawny part of my right am bat v 
Where {till the ſear remains: Now bluſh, 1 dk c 
For this thou can ſt not ſhow. Vho v 
[ Bares his urm, and ſhows the ſear, 5 whih ut vir 
they all look on. | ho v 
Omer. Thisis the — Amphitryon. Alo 
Jup. May your Lordſhip pleaſe— 
Grip. 1 it does not pleaſe me: hold your Why v 
tongue, I charge you, for the caſe is manifeſt. Fbe'ln 
Jupit. Ey your favour then, this ſhall ſpeak for me. {Wie fa 
(Bare bir arm and ſhows ii 
Tran. *Tis juſt in the fame muſcle. - 
| Polzd. Of the fame length and breadth ; and the ſex 
of the lame blewiſh colour. 
Grip to Jupit.] Did not I charge you not to ſpeak? 
"twas plain enough before, and now you have 1 
it again. 
12 55 Good Gods, how n be! 


There! 


Gri) 
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AMPHITRYON.- 8 


ip. For certain there was but one Preler as; and he 


nuſt have been in the plot againſt bimſelf too; for he 


9 At- rs kill d firſt by one of them; and then rife again out 
 Wiccſpedt to other Amphitryon, to be kill'd twiceover. - 
Enter Alcmena, Phædra, aud Bromia. | 


o more of this; it founds impoſſible, 2 
hat two ſhou'd be o like, no difterence found. 
phad Tou ll ſind it true. 
Alm Then where's Ain beweur and her fame? 
yell my needleſs fear; it cannot be: | 
| is is a caſe too nice for vulgar fight: x 
ut let me come; my heart will guide my eyes 
Jo point and tremble to ĩts proper choice. , 

(! tcing Amphitryon, goor to lin. 
here neither was, nor is but one Amphitryon, — 
nd Iam only his C Goes 10 take hum by che hand. 
Amph. Away, Adultreſs! (puſhing her away from him. 

7up. My gentle Love: my treafure and my joy; 
ollow no more that falſe and fooliſh fire, 
hat wou'd miſlead thy fame to ſure deſtruction! 

ok on thy better Husband , and thy Friend, 
ho will not leave thee lyable toſcorn, 
ut vindicate thy Honour from that wreteh 

ho wou'd by baſe aſperſions blot thy vertue. 

Alem. I was indeed miſtaken; thou art he ! 

( going to him, who embraces her. 
Thy words , thy thoughts thy foul is all Amphitryon. 
Th Impoſtour has thy features, not thy mind; 
he face might have deceiv'd me in my choice; 
hy kindneſs is a guide that cannot err 
Amph. What in my preſence to prefer the Villain! ! 
execrable cheat! I break the truce; 
nd will no more attend your vain deciſions z 
o this - and to the Gods Ill truſt my ae a 
- 4 upon Jupiter, and is in. . 

Jup. Poor NN | 2 thoſe idle 3 * 
Vere 1 d, thou 1 a5 280 meet 


{ 4lemena turning to Phadra and rate. , 
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The thunder launch'd from the red arm of Fove; 
Nor Jove need bluſh to be Alcmena's Champion 4. 
But in the face of Thebes ſhe ſhall be clear d:. 

And what I am, and what thou art, be known. 
Attend, and I will bring convincing proof. 

Amph. Thou wou'dſt elude my juſtice, and ſeq 
But 1 will follow.the: , through earth, and ieas; 
Nor Hell ſhall hide thee, from my juſt revenge. 

Fup. I'll ſpare thy pains: it ſhall be quickly ſeen, 
Betwixt us two, who ſeeksand who avoids. 


Come in my Friends, and thou who ſeem'ſt 4mphitryon; 


That all who are in doubt may know the true. 


Jupiter re- enters the houſe: with him Amphitryon , Ale. 


mena, Polydas, Tranio, and Guards. 

_ (Mere. to Grip, and Brom who are following. 
Thou Grips , and you Bromia, ſtay with Phedra: 
Let their affairg alone, and mind we ours: 1 1 
Aunphitryon s Rivall ſhall appear a God ;- 

But know before. hand, I am M ercury * 


Who want not Heav'n , while Phedra ts on Earth. 


Mere. 
knoW 
80. 
devil ta 
eit y $4 
HOT; 
Soſ. 1 
hut by t t 
honour 
Ou wil 
Merc 
gutlide 
| Sof. 
From1a 
Bron 
fel y : 
pearan 


Sof. 


it: fol 


Brom. But, an epleale your Lordſhip „is my fellow Wt: ke t! 


Phedra to be exalted into the Heav'ns , and made a Star 


chat I! 


Phed, When that comes to pais, if you look-up a. . 
nights, I ſhall remember old t, and youckialy take 


to twinkle on you. the na 
Enter Solia , peeping about him: and FR. Mercury, Phe 
I 45 ſtarting back. 2 you a1 
50, Here he is again; and there's no paſſing! whim and 
into the houſe, unleſs I were a Spright , to glide in to me 
through the key- hole. I am to be a Vagabond 1 find. WM 1M: 
Merc. Sofia, come back. : us. 
Sof, No I thank you; you may whiſtle me ive Ph 


enough; a beaten Nog has ne the wit to to avoid bis Wel! 


M.aſter. 


Merc. I permit thee to be Soſia uin 


Soſ. Tis an unfortunate name, and I hand it: 


Sofia; What have I faid-now ! I mean tor me; for 
er am nor will be So; 4 


he that has an itch to be beaten L let him take it up for . M 


1 © blac 


* Mere. 


AMPHITR 10 N. 1 


Merc. But thou may'ſt be fo in ſafety: for 1 have 
knowledg'd my ſelf to be God Mercury. 
Sof. You may be a God , for ought | know; bur the 
devil take me if ever I worſhip you; for an vamerciful 
heity, as you are. 

Merc. You ought to take it for an honour to be drub- 
4 by the hand of a Divinity. 
$9. Lam your moſt humble Servant , good Mr. God; 
but by the faith of a mortal, I cou'd well have ſpar'd the 
honour that you did me. But how ſhall I be ſure that 
mou will never aſſume my thape again? 

| Merc. Becauſe lam weary of Weng! ſo villaigous an 
Ale. oatſide. 

% Well, well; as villainous : as it is, | here's s old 

IMmia will be contented with it. | 

MN Grow. Yes, now I am ſure that I may chaſtiſe you 
Wifey: and that there's no God eee under yo. $4 


2 1 


. 


N 


Merc In the! mean time, be all ap NT 5 that i 
[take Phadra for my Wife of the left hand; that i is, in 
the nature of a lawtul Concubine. 3 

Pe, You ſhall pardon me for believing yon, for all 
you are a God: for you have a terrible ill name below : 
him I and I am afraid yo vl geta Footman,. inſtead of a Prieſt, 
e in to marry uus. 

d. Mere. But here's 5 Grip ſhall draw up Articles berwixt 

Wu. 

long Pd, But he's damnably us'dto falſe conveyancing: — 

d he Vell, be it ſo: for my Countel ſhall overlook em be- 
tore I ſign: Come on, Gripus ; that I may have him 

| under black and white, 

1 it: (Here Gripus gets ready pen , ink, and paper. 

for . Merc. With all my heart; that! may hꝛve these under 

or black and white hereafter, ” | 

lere. « N "FE 1 : Pad. 
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to be made, G. betwixt Mercury, God of Thieves 


her houſe: Item, no rival Lap-dog for a bedfellow 
Item, that ſhe ſhall never pray to any of the Gods, 


Brom. Here's no proviſion made for Children yet. 
_  Phad. Well remember'd , Bromia : I bargain thi 
a King's Miſtreſs. 

Phadra. 
for the younger Children:. — But now think on 


wou d be but chargeable, and a burden to the nation, 


Ali- money, and Separate maintenance, anda thouſani 


* 


„ AMPHITRTOM 
Phed. 10 Gripus. ] Begin, begin; Heads of Articl 


Mert. And Phadra. Queen of Gypſies. — Imtrim 
I promiſe to buy and ſettle upon her an Eſtate, contain 
ing nine thouſand acres of land, in any part of Bayji 
tb ker own liking. _ „ 

Phbad. Provided always, that no part of the ſaid uf 
thouſand acres ſhall be upon, or adjoyning to Moun 
Parnaſſus ; for I will not be fobb'd off with a portic 
Eltate. | nb | 0 
Merc. Memorandum, that ſhe be always conſtant t 
me; and admit no other Lo ver.. „ 
Pad. Memorandum, unleſs it bea Lover that off 
more: and that the conſtancy ſhall not exceed the ſe 


en 
nvileg 
|| take 
ure to 
) erie 
han ev 
(Itt 


aan. 88 t 
Merc. Item, that ſhe ſhall keep no male Servants i 7. 


Phad. What, wou'd you have me an Atheiſt ? 
Merc. No devotion to any he-Deity , good Phadra, 
my eldeſt Son ſhall be a Hero, and my eldeſt Daught: 
Merc. That is to fay, a Blockhead, and a Hare 
Phad. That's true; but who dares call em ſo? The 
we'll have no more, but Maſs and Miss; for the fel 


Merc. Yes, yes, the ſecond ſhall bea Falſe Prophet! 


he ſhall have wit enough to ſet up anew Religion ; and! 
too much wit to die a Martyr for it. Iris! 
Phæd. O what had I forgot? There's Pin money, aui ore 


things more tobe conſider d; that are all to be tack d 
this Act of Settlement. | 3 
60, Iam a Fool, I muſt confeſs; but yet I can 75 Whi 


- 


J 


Article 


lievez 

mfrimi 
contair 
Baoti 


ud ni 
Moun 
poetic; 


ſtant i 


it off 
the ſe 


ants i 
fellow 
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? 
dra. 
yet. 
in thi 
we hte 


Harlot 
The! 


k on't 
he fel 
tion. 

'ophet: 


3 aud 


A MPHITRYON. 5 
into a mill ſtone as the beſt of you, I have obſery'd 
yt you „ quick upon the 
ent, chat yon often over- run it: Now 1 wou'd ask of 
adam Phædra, that in cafe Mr. Heaven there , ſhould 
cpleas d to break theſe articles, in what Court of judi- 
ure ſhe intends to ſue him? * 
phzd. The fool has hit upon't: - Gods, and pre 
en, are never to be ſued; for they can always ph | 
rivilege of a and therefore for once, Mounſieur, 
take your word ; for as long as you love me you'l be 
ure to keep it: and in the mean time I ſhall be gaining 
erience how to manage ſome rich Cully ; for no Wo- 
han erer made her fortune by a Wirt. 

(I thunders ; and the company within doors, Amphi- 
tryon, Alcmena, Polydas, and Tranio , all come 
running out, and joyn with the reſt , who were on the 
Theatre before. F 

Amphi. Sure tis ſome God: He vaniſh'd from our fight, 

nd told us, weſhou'd ſec him ſoon return. 

Alem. I know not what to hope, nor what to fear. 

| fimpleerror, is a real crime; 5 
nd unconſenting innocence is loſt. 

A ſecond peal hubs 3 after whit 

nin a Machine. 


„ "a6 * 
* 


Jupiter appears , 


Rar meth 4 oh Rival of thy Lo. 


n thy own ſhape ſee Jupiter appear, 

And let that fight ſecure thy jealous fear. 
Diſgrace and infamy, areturn'd to boaſt - 

No tame in Fove's concurrence can be loſt: 

What he enjoys, he ſanctiflies from vice; 


And by partaking, ſtamps into a price. 

TisI, who ought to murmur at my fatm 

Ford by my Love, my Godhead to tranſlate : 

When on no other terms I cou'd poſſeſs, A 

But by thy form, thy features, and thy dreſs. 

To thee were giy'n the bleſſings that L fought, _ 
Which elſe, not all the bribes of Heav'a a 
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Monſters, and Monſter- men he {hall on 1 15 
And toil, and ſtruggle, through an impious Age. 


_ —— 


Then take into thy arms thy envy d Lore; 
And in py 558 deſpight.. triumph o'er one. £ 
Mert. Aſide.) Amphitryon and Aleme both 0 
mute, and know not Feb to take it. 5 w_ 0 1 of 
5 Sof. Aſide, ] Our Soveraign Lord Jupiter is a fy con 

panion; he knows how to gild a bitter pill. 

Jup. From this auſpicious night; , ſhall riſe an Heir, 
Great „like his Sire, and like his Mother, fair: | 
Wrongs to redreſs, and Tyrants to diſſeize; 
Born for a World that wants a Hercales. . 


I 


Peace to his labours ſhall at length ſucceed. 
And murm'ring Men, unwilling to be freed , 5 


Shall be compell'd1 to bappineſs. by nced. A. 
(Jupiter is carry'd back to Heaven. I 

omnes. We all congratulate Amphitryon 8 fold 
Merc, Keep your congratulations to your ſelves, Gen. I) 
tlemen: Tisa uice point, let me tell you that; aud the Cup 
leſs that is ſaid of it, the better. Upon the whole mat-l Ind 
ter, if Amphitryon takes the ſavour of 1 in e \ WH 
as Los a God, he's a 1 enden = [ov 


> 


pan? out to ſeek FP OE ; that when his Maſter kill 2 


a Man, he may ſtand ready to pick his pockets ; and 77, 
piouſly relieve his aged Parents. Ah, Bromia, Bromia;it WM o 


thou hadſt been as handſome and as youngas PHadra; f Jh 

no more, but ſome. body might have made his fortune Wl 57 

as well as his Maſter, and never the worſe man neither, Vt 
For, let the wicked world ſay what they pleaſe „ By 
The fair Wife makes her Husband live ateaſe; _ An 
The Lover keeps him too; and but receives 

Like Fove, the remnants. that Amphitryon leaves. 

Tis true, the Lady has enough in ſtore, 
To fatisfie thoſe two, and eke two more. 
In fine, the Man who weighs the matter fully, 
Wou' d rather be the C uckold , than the C ully. 


— 


EPI- 


1 a 
i 


Spoken by Phedra. 


e. 


M „ (and it almoſt . me mad) 
How ſweet a time thoſe Heathen Ladies had. 


Itolatrry , was even their Gods own trade ; 


„Gen Ley worſpip d the fine Creatures they had made. 1 
nd the Cupid was chief of all the Deities; . 

e mat Ind Love mas all tbe faſhion, iu the skies. 

lence Bi Ihen the ſweet Nymph heldup the lilly hand, 


ſoye was her humble Servant „ at command, 


Ahr, Wl J. en ſur of Heav'n was ne er ſobare, 
d pro. r Vill there was a pen ſion for the Fair, 


en be BY 7: 1]! bis Reign Adultery was no fin ; 


* kills = For Jove the good exampledid begin. | 

and ark too, when he ys the Husband's name, , 1 
16; , How civilly heſav'd the Lady's fame. OD | | 
. ſecret joys of love he wiſely hid; „ 


tune 
ther. 


] 


but you , Sirs, boaſt of more than &er you did. 

Vou teize your Cuckolds, to their face torment em; 

But Jove gave his new honours to content bim. 

And, inthe kind remembrance of the Fair , 

Oueach exalted Son beſtow*da Star. 

For thoſe good deeds, asby the date appears, 

Hs Godſbip flouriſh'd full two thouſand yes. 
iN Atlaft, when he and all his Prieſts grew old : 
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The Ladies grem in their devotion cold; 


pl. Wen worſhip wou'd 20 longer bold. 4 | 
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